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Congratulations to the Win-E-Mac Class of 2025!

Followed by the Win-E-Mac Marching Band, are Jim Wertish and Joe Collova, who were the Veteran's marching in the McIntosh Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 26th. After 
the parade, there was a program in the Community Center with songs from the Community Choir, a White Cross Ceremony on the old McIntosh School lawn including reading of the 
Honor Roll, wreath laying and Taps, played by Joe Collova.

Receiving a Quilt of Valor was Allen Carver, A2C, U.S. Air Force. He had a lot of family present to support him. 
Pictured is: Duane Anderson, Ashley Anderson, Kim Anderson, Joan Kasprzak, Allen Carver, Shirley Carver, Gloria 
Carver, Lynette Ross, Vicki Strom, and Donn Larson.

Todd Goodwin, pictured with his mom, Mary, received 
a  Quilt of Valor during the Memorial Day program held in 
McIntosh. Todd was a Corporal in the U.S. Marine Corps.

Congratulations to the Win-E-Mac Class of 2025. Their Commencement Ceremony was held on Saturday, May 24th at the School. Graduates included: Clay Below, Emelia Boianoff, 
Ariana Dickinson, Kaylee Dickinson, Hank Earls, Sava Erofeeff, Josie Fortman, James Goodwin, Mason Halstad, Braylon Hamre, Presley Haugen, Calvin Hill, Maya Holm, Bergen 
Howard, Julian Janisch, Jace Jax, Livaeh Kiecker, Ericka Kramer, Claudia Kutsev, Shelby Long, Samuel Lundy, Ustina Mametieff, Colten Mandt, Shelby Mandt, Destiny Molstad, 
Mariah Overgaard, Kassidi Qualey, Evelyn Ryan, Brayden Sander, Abigail Sauer, Nevaeh Simpson, Pamela Solis Zarate, Gage Vedbraaten, and Danielle Winter.
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Wed. Feb. 28: Bud 
Kiecker, Eli Kringlen, 
Thomas Reitmeier, 
Todd Goodwin, Hudsen 
Christianson, Austin Si-
monson

Thurs. Feb. 29: 
Amanda Swanson

Fri. March 1: Isaac 
Salvhus

Sat. March 2: Nicki 
Carlson, Bryer Strom, 
Josh Roed, Koen Gret-
tum, Janet Hamre, *Alex 
& Brenda Ugalde

Sun. March 3: Mason 
Halstad, Kristi (Schow) 
Grettum, Shawn Romin-
ski, *Steve & Barb Urenss

Mon. March 4: Ryan 
Krossen, Emberly Strom

Tues. March 5: Chad 
Burslie, Rick Grove, Sam 
Finseth, Patrick Paskvan

Community 
Birthday and 
Anniversary 

Calendar
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Wed. May 28: Eliza-
beth Klemmer

Thur. May 29: Gordie 
Ostenaa

Fri. May 30: Patti 
Benson, *Patrick & Betsy 
Roed

Sat. May 31: Svea 
Carlson

Sun. June 1: Rosann 
Burslie

Mon. June 2: Bristol 
Vettleson, Wade Farrell, 
Christine (Lee) Weber, 
*Curt & Kris Johnson

Tues. June 3: Clayton 
Bartz, Elena Boianoff

ST. MARY’S CHURCH
Fosston

Fr. John  Suvakeen, 
Pastor 

Sun. June 1: 8:00am Con-
fession; 8:30am  Mass at St. 
Mary's, Fosston; 10:30am Mass 
at St. Joseph's, Bagley

Wed. June 4: 11:30am Mass 
at St. Mary's, Fosston

Fri. June 6 : 11:30am Mass 
at St. Mary's, Fosston

Sun. June 8: 8:00am Con-
fession; 8:30am  Mass at St. 
Mary's, Fosston; 10:30am Mass 
at St. Joseph's, Bagley

Wed. June 11: 11:30am 
Mass at St. Mary's, Fosston 

Fri. June 13: 11:30am Mass 
at St, Mary's, Fosston

OURS SAVIOR’S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(ELCA)
McIntosh

Rachel Roggenbuck, SAM

Sun. June 1: 10:00am Cof-
fee Hour; 10:30am Worship 
Services

Sun. June 8: 10:00am Cof-
fee Hour; 10:30am Worship 
Services

Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church, McIntosh  will run 
church services on Channel 30 
on Garden Valley Channel 30. 
They will also be available on 
YouTube on channel One in 
Spirit - The Journey. Our Sav-
iors service will be available by 
8:30 am each Sun7day until 
further notice.

MCINTOSH FREE 
LUTHERAN AFLC
McIntosh Trinity / 

Mount Carmel:
Pastor: 

Jerry Moan

Trinity: (27262 315th St. 
SE, McIntosh) Sunday Wor-
ship: 9:30am; 10:45am Sunday 
School

Mt. Carmel: (305 State St. 
NE, McIntosh) 9:45am Sun-
day School; Sunday Worship: 
11:00am

Wednesdays: 6:30pm Con-
firmation; 7:15pm Free Lu-
theran Youth meets at Pastor 
Moan's home

GOSEN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Independent 
Gary Johnson, Pastor

www.gosen-church.com
Face Book: Gosen Church

Sun, June 1: 9:30am Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study; 
11:00am Worship Service (also 
on Facebook and gosenchurch.
com)

Tues, June 3: 10:00am. Sun-
day worship service telecast on 
GVTV--30  

Wed, June 4: 6:30pm Bible 
Study

Gosen Church is located 4 
miles south of the junctions of 
Highways 2 & 59 or 4 miles 
north of Winger; then 1/2 mile 
east on County Road 206. For 
information call 268-4242 or 
687-3461.

VERNES LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (LCMC)

McIntosh
PastorLee Laaveg

Sun. June 1:  9:00am Wor-
ship

Sun. June 8:  9:00am Wor-
ship

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
McIntosh

 Pastor Bruce Blocker

Sundays: 9:00am Worship; 
10:00am Fellowship Hour; 
10:15am Sunday School

DOVRE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Winger, MN

Sundays: 9:00am Adult 
and Children's Sunday School; 
10:00am Worship Service

Wednesdays: 7:00pm Bible 
Study

CALVARY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Winger

Sundays: 10:30am Coffee 
Fellowship; 11:00am Worship

Early intervention can slow 
progression of symptoms and 
extend lives

Sundays: 9:15am Sunday 
School; 10:30am Worship

Come early and enjoy fel-
lowship and a good cup of cof-
fee. It will also be available at 
the same time on Garden Val-
ley Channel 30, Facebook and 
YouTube.

THRIVING 
LIFE CHURCH

Erskine, MN

Sunday service at 10:00 am
Call or visit us at: 22722 

350th Street; 218-687-2343

MHAC 
Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of the 
McIntosh Heritage and Arts 
Center is scheduled for Tues-
day, June 10th at 6:30 p.m.in 
the McIntosh Heritage Cen-
ter and Museum at 125 NW 
Broadway.  The meeting will 
include election of officers and 
a discussion of the direction 
of the organization and how 
it can best serve the McIntosh 
area. Anyone interested in re-
searching and preserving our 
local history is encouraged to 
attend, even if you are not cur-
rently a member. 

The Heritage Museum has 
on display to the public many 
artifacts that paint a picture of 
our community's history, and 
the Center has  many docu-
ments that can be viewed.   We 
also have a volunteer staff 
who will help you research 
your family's history if you 
are interested.   The Center 
is open from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 
p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday.  You will also find 
human interest stories, photos 
and more on our website, www.
mcintoshhac.com.  Please feel 
free to visit us in person or on-
line.

Tractor Drive
Lake Agassiz 2 Cylinder 

Club is having a tractor drive 
on June 8th starting at 1:00 
from Winger to Fertile where 
they will stop for lunch at the 
Smokehouse restaurant before 
heading back to Winger. Trac-
tors need to be able to go at 
least 10 mph with a slow mov-
ing sign on the back and all 
drivers must be 16. Everyone 
is welcome to participate but 
please call Tom Vesledahl 701-
261-4276 if you plan to come 
because we will need a head-
count for the restaurant.

Conservation efforts pay off 
in higher profits for MN farmers

Farmers enrolled in the 
Minnesota Agricultural Water 
Quality Certification Program 
(MAWQCP) saw nearly dou-
ble the profits of non-certified 
farms, according to recent data 
from the Minnesota State Agri-
cultural Centers of Excellence.

The 2025 “Influence of In-
tensified Environmental Prac-
tices on Farm Profitability” 
study examined financial and 
crop and livestock production 
information from farmers en-
rolled in the Minnesota State 
Farm Business Management 
education program. The 153 
MAWQCP farms in the study 
saw more gross cash farm in-
come and net farm income in 
2024 than non-certified farms.

Looking at 2024 data, the 
average net cash income for 
MAWQCP farms was over 
$134,800, nearly double the 
$67,700 for non-MAWQCP 
farms. The median net income 
was also nearly double for cer-
tified farms compared to non-
certified farms. Debt-to-asset 
ratios were also better for those 
enrolled in the MAWQCP.

This is the sixth year the 
Minnesota State Agricultur-
al Centers of Excellence has 
compared MAWQCP and non-
MAWQCP farms. Every year 
has shown a positive return 
on investment for whole-farm 
conservation management that 
farmers implement to become 
certified.

“We’ve seen time and time 

again that the Minnesota Ag 
Water Quality Certification 
Program provides better eco-
nomic outcomes on top of the 
benefits to our water and soil 
resources,” said Agriculture 
Commissioner Thom Petersen. 
“Farmers that make conserva-
tion investments continue to 
turn a profit, even in an uncer-
tain farm economy. I encourage 
all farmers and landowners to 
contact their local Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District to get 
more information about certi-
fying their land.”

“2024 brought economic 
challenges for farmers, espe-
cially for those in the cropping 
sectors,” said Keith Olander, 
Executive Director of AgCen-
tric and Agricultural Partner-
ships. “The MAWQCP farm-
ers continued to show strong 
financial resilience during this 
recent period compared to their 
peers. The six-year history of 
strong economic performance 
indicates that MAWQCP farm-
ers mitigate risk at a greater 
level than their peers. The wa-
ter quality parameters have 
farmers focus on environmen-
tal risks, but those manage-
ment skills transfer to/from 
their finances, weather adver-
sity, and market strategies to 
avert economic devastation.”  

To find details on the eco-
nomic study, visit: https://
www.agcentric.org/farm-busi-
ness-management/annual-
fbm-reports/.

The MAWQCP puts farmers 
in touch with local conserva-
tion district experts to identify 
and mitigate any risks their 
farm poses to water quality on 
a field-by-field basis. Produc-
ers going through the certifi-
cation process have priority 
access to financial assistance. 
After being certified, each farm 
is deemed in compliance with 
new water quality laws and 
regulations for 10 years.

Since the program’s state-
wide launch in 2016, nearly 
1.2 million acres have been 
enrolled in the Minnesota Ag-
ricultural Water Quality Cer-
tification Program. The 1,600-
plus certified farms have added 
more than 7,700 new conser-
vation practices that protect 
Minnesota’s waters. Those 
new practices have kept over 
68,800 tons of sediment out of 
Minnesota rivers while saving 
over 89,800 pounds of phospho-
rous on farms each year. The 
conservation practices have 
also reduced nitrogen loss up 
to 45%.

Farmers and landowners 
interested in becoming water 
quality certified can contact 
their local Soil and Water Con-
servation District or visit My-
LandMyLegacy.com.

Celebrate Flag Day 
in Winger on June 14th

On Saturday, June 14th, 
the Winger Fengestad Solie 
American Legion Post 200 will 
hosta Flag Day celebration in 
downtown Winger and at the 
Winger Community Center.

The celebration will begin 
at 10:00 am until 3:00 pm and 
include a car and tractor show, 
a flea and swap market, a si-
lent auction, including a kids 
auction, with live music, and 
a meal at the Community Cen-
ter at 11:00 am after the flag 
retirement ceremony held at 
10:30 am. 

The Car and tractor reg-
istration will be south of the 
bank at 9:00 am and awards 
will be at 2:30 pm.

There will be plenty for the 
kids, including a free t-shirt for 
kids, while supplies last, and 

bike drawings every half-hour 
from 11:30 am to 3:00 pm.

At the baseball field there 
will be many other Flag Day 
kids events. For a $5 wristband 
from 11:00 am until 3:00 pm 
kids will be able to win prizes 
and participate in games, in-
cluding a kickball game and 
scooter races. There will be wa-
ter balloon spoon races at 2:00 
pm and so much more.

There will be many lo-
cal vendors, including Ohana 
Shaved Ice, Lulu's Little Bits, 
and Sweet and Salty Conces-
sions. 

The community of Winger 
and the Fengestad Solie Amer-
ican Legion Post 200 welcomes 
everyone to attend this fun 
event on Saturday, June 14.

Searching 
for missing books

The McIntosh Heritage and 
Arts Center will now house 
and maintain the many years 
of McIntosh Times books of 
bound editions.

When moving the books 
from the Times office to the 
McIntosh Heritage and Arts 
Center office, there were many 
years of these books missing. 

The missing years are:  
1962, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 
1978, 2006, and 2011. 

If you have any informa-
tion or know the whereabouts 
of these missing books, please 
contact the McIntosh Heritage 
Center at 218-563-2040 or Mc-
IntoshHAC@gmail.com. Your 
help is appreciated.

Inter-County Commu-
nity Council is celebrating 60 
years, and to celebrate they 
are sponsoring food drops. 
The mobile food drop will take 
place on Monday, June 2, 2025 
from 10:00 am to 11:00 am, or 
until the food runs out. The 
distribution will take place at 
the McIntosh City Shed, 235 
5th Street NE in McIntosh.

Food will be available for 
drive through pickup.

North Country Food Bank 
is partnering with the Inter-
County Community Council 
(ICCC) for a mobile food dis-
tribution in McIntosh, MN on 
Monday, June 2nd

People who attend and are 
receiving food will be asked to 
identify themselves as well as 
be asked a few simple house-
hold questions by staff from 
North Country Food Bank.

As always, everyone is wel-
come.

Volunteers are needed to 
distribute food. Anyone willing 
and able to help should contact 
Kristen Osowski at 218-399-
7360 or via email at kosowski@
northcountryfoodbank.org.

Food drive on June 2nd 

 Jeanne Cooney, author of the popular Hot Dish Heaven Mystery series visited the McIntosh Library on Wednesday, 
May 21st and spoke about her journey to become an author. Her book are set in the Red River Valley of northwestern 
Minnesota and her stories include a humorous take on life in the Midwest, complete with references to hot dish, Jell-O 
and bar recipes. Her latest series kicked off with the release of It’s Murder, Dontcha Know in 2022.

The McIntosh Times is pub-
lishing its’ final edition of the 
newspaper today. This will end 
over a century of the Times 
providing information and 
memories to the community.

The newspaper began in 
1888 when William E. Mc-
Kenzie, who was the founder 
and publisher of the Crookston 
Times backed W. H. Averill 
financially to establish the 
McIntosh Times. The paper 
was considered the leading 
independent newspaper of 
Polk County, with the largest 
circulation in Polk, Beltrami 
and Red Lake counties of any 
newspaper outside of the coun-
ty seat.

A year later, in June of 
1889, C.T. Lanman purchased 
the newspaper. Mr. McKenzie 
wrote of this in the book, "Com-
pendium of History and Biog-
raphy of Polk County, Minne-
sota", which was published in 
1916, stating that, "Mr. Lan-
man became obsessed with the 
idea that he was healthy and 
wealthy enough to monopolize 
the whole business, and I had 
gotten a good price for my in-
terest. He conducted the paper 
successfully for ten or twelve 
years when he sided and abet-
ted by a frugal wife and a grow-
ing family of boys, had gained 
sufficient intelligence and 
filthy lucre to own and stock 
a dairy farm, which he is now 
conducting with ability and 
profit.”

Lanman was successful 
with the newspaper for 10 
years, when he sold it in 1909 
to G. T. Englund, the paper, 
consisting of mainly 8 pages, 
had almost 3,500 subscribers.

Englund published the 
Times for 4 years, and in 1914, 
A. J. Heath purchased the 
Times and edited it for two 
years. He reported the begin-
nings of World War I. 

In October of 1919 owner-
ship passed to L. A. Graves. His 
only news “flash” was about 
the fire in November which de-
stroyed the Roller Mill. Early 
in December he sold the paper 
to A. J. Whiltse of Bagley. The 
following morning, Graves was 
arrested when he tried to leave 
town with all the subscription 
money he had collected. Dur-
ing Whiltse’s five month period 
of ownership there were news 
reports of the war with Ger-
many.

The newspaper then went 
through two different owners 
in 1917, Harrison P. King, who 
published the McIntosh Times 
for eight months and M. A. Vig, 
who operated the paper for two 
years.

Nels Hanson, son of McIn-
tosh contractor Hans S. Han-
son, became the editor and 
publisher of the McIntosh 
Times in January of 1918. He 
reported the surrender of Ger-
many on November 7, 1918.

Like most every other small 
town newspaper, the McIntosh 
Times had been composed each 
week in a laborious process, 
the printer setting up each col-
umn and each page, letter by 
letter, backwards. This method 
had served for thirty two years 
when, in March 1921, Hanson 
purchased a new linotype ma-
chine. This process was used 
for nearly fifty years until off-

Saying goodbye to 
137 years of serving the community

set printing using electroni-
cally reproduced photographs 
became the standard.

P. M. Peterson purchased 
the newspaper in 1935, oper-
ating the paper for one year 
before selling it to Ronald and 
Claudia Meier. In 1947, Jerry 
Farrington became the owner, 
which he sold the newspaper to 
a group of investors.

One year later the McIntosh 
Times would be sold to Owen 
Knutson, the owner and pub-
lisher of the Fertile and Winger 
newspapers.

In October of 1953, Henry 
and Nancy Ralhala purchased 
the Times and spent 10 years 
as the Times publishers. 

In September of 1963, Vic 
Aalbu, the owner of the Gon-
vick and Clearbrook Leader-
Record purchased the McIn-
tosh Times and shortly after, 
also purchased the Oklee Her-
ald, and started the trend to-
ward the combined paper. In 
March of 1967, Aalbu negotiat-
ed with the Fertile Journal for 
the rights to publish the Wing-
er Enterprise and combined it 
with the McIntosh Times.

Nine years later, in 1972, 
Richard and Corrine Rich-
ards purchased the McIntosh 
Times, The Oklee Herald, and 
the Leader-Record from Aalbu. 
Richards, a commercial print-
er, and Corrine, a teacher, com-
bined their journalism talents 
and introduced the Tri County 
Canary supplement to readers 
of the three newspapers. 

The couple have now owned 
the three papers, added and 
subtracted papers over the 
years and will complete their 

newspaper journey with the 
addition of the Grygla Eagle. 
For 53 years, the Richards 
have provided communities 
with news and information. 
The couple will continue to run 
the printing facility housed in 
Gonvick, but their newspaper 
journey has ended with success 
at serving so many communi-
ties with their publications.

M3-28C

Is There A
Wedding In 

Your Future?
We have the latest de-

signs for wedding accessories - or, 
if you choose, we can assist with a 
design of your own.

LET US HELP MAKE YOUR WEDDING DAY 
MEMORABLE.

487-5225   Gonvick, MN

Richards Publishing Co.

 719 N. Main 644 Main St.
 Mahnomen, MN Winger, MN

*Paige Ennen *Kelly Woltjer
*Tim & Denise Anderson
*Licensed Funeral Director

218-935-9000
Toll free: 866-935-9009

This space
for rent at

$127.40 for
6 months. 

CALL 

218-563-3585
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Stroke care access expands to 94% of 
Minnesotans, lifesaving leap forward

Angie Hammer, a 39-year-
old mom of two and health care 
professional from Thief River 
Falls, wants everyone to know 
the signs of a stroke and for a 
good reason.

In April 2024, Angie was 
running errands when her 
speech slurred while speak-
ing to a store employee. Angie 
brushed it off, thinking it was 
her chronic migraine acting up. 
She just needed to get home 
and sleep it off. But then she 
fell. The employee called 911 

and an ambulance whisked An-
gie to Sanford Thief River Falls 
Medical Center. Being a Min-
nesota Department of Health 
(MDH) designated stroke 
ready hospital, the emergency 
medical team activated a pre-
cise step-by-step process that 
helped save Angie’s life.

In Minnesota, stroke care 
is now much more accessible 
than it once was. In 2012, only 
60% of Minnesota’s population 
lived within 30 minutes of a 
designated stroke center. Now, 

94% of Minnesotans live with-
in a 30-minute drive of a des-
ignated stroke system hospital.

Stroke is the fifth leading 
cause of death and one of the 
leading causes of disability in 
Minnesota. A stroke occurs 
when the blood supply to the 
brain is suddenly stopped. 
Strokes can lead to permanent 
disability and death. However, 
medication can help remove 
blockages and restore blood 
flow if given quickly. Access 
to that medication is essen-

tial and health outcomes im-
prove for stroke victims when 
they can get to the hospital for 
treatment as soon as possible.

Because Sanford Thief Riv-
er Falls Medical Center is an 
Acute Stroke Ready designat-
ed hospital, they are equipped 
and prepared to treat stroke 
quickly. Since 2014, the Stroke 
Program at MDH has been im-
proving stroke care and desig-

Stroke......
Continued on page 4 ...
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MAY 6, 2025
BOARD MINUTES

 Pursuant to motion of adjournment, 
t h e  P o l k  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f 
Commissioners met in regular session 
at 8:00 o’clock a.m., May 6, 2025. 
Members present: Commissioner 
Paul Reese, Commissioner Warren 
Strandell ,  Commissioner Mark 
Holy, Commissioner Joan Lee, 
and Charles S. Whiting, County 
Administrator, Clerk of the Board. 
Others present: Samuel Melbye, 
Deputy Clerk of the Board. Members 
absent: Commissioner Gary Willhite.

AGENDA
 A  m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Lee seconded by 
Commissioner Reese and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve the May 6, 2025, agenda.

CONSENT ITEMS
 A  m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Strandell seconded 
by Commissioner Lee and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve the May 6, 2025, consent 
items:

1.  Approve the April 22, 2025, 
Board minutes.

2.  Approve Auditor Warrants.
3.  Approve payment to MN 

Secretary of State – Notary, St. 
Paul, MN, in the amount of $120.00 
for a new employee to get a notary 
commission for the Environmental 
Services Department.

COUNTY BOARD MEMBER 
ISSUE FORUM

1.  Commissioner Reese brought 
forth that he attended the following 
meetings:

a.  Tri-Valley Opportunity Council 
meetings regarding new CEO search.

2.  Commiss ioner  St rande l l 
brought forth that he attended the 
following meetings:

a.  West Central Regional Water 
District meeting.

b.  Met with Mayor of the City of 
East Grand Forks.

c.  Attended the City of Nielsville 
City Council meeting.

3.  Commissioner Holy brought 
forth that he attended the following 
meetings:

a.  Spoke with Mayor of the City 
of East Grand Forks.

b.  Received phone calls regarding 
assessed values and taxes.

c. Received phone call regarding 
difficulty of selling of property that is 
requiring flood insurance and the high 
cost involved.

4.  Commissioner Lee brought 
forth that she attended the following 
meetings:

a.  Polk County Finance Director 
Interviews.

b. Inter-County Head Start Director 
Interviews.

c.  Finance Committee update 
meeting with Abdo.

d.  Association of Minnesota 
Counties (AMC) Finance Committee 
meeting.

e.  East Polk County Development 
Achievement Center Board meeting.

VETERANS SERVICES
 Kurt Ellefson, Veteran Service 

Officer, came before the Board with 
matters pertaining to his department:

1.  Out-of-State Travel Request
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Reese seconded 
by Commissioner Strandell and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the out-of-state 
travel request to attend the National 
Association of County Veterans 
Service Officers annual conference 
in Louisville, KY, from July 13, 2025, 
through July 18, 2025.

PUBLIC HEALTH
 Sarah Reese, Public Health 

Director, came before the Board with 
matters pertaining to her department:

1.  Opioid Settlement Fund – 
Funding Recommendation

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Lee seconded by 
Commissioner Strandell and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve $50,000 for New Americans 
Integration Center (East Grand 
Forks) from the Polk County Opioid 
Settlement Fund.

2.  Minnesota Breastfeeding-
Friendly Workplace

Discussion was held with the 
Board regarding Polk County Public 
Health receiving a Certificate of 
Recognition for renewing their 
recognition as a Breastfeeding-
Friendly Workplace by the Minnesota 
Department of Health (MDH) for its 
contributions to the health of parents 
and their babies.

3. Canvas of Hope
Discussion was held with the 

Board regarding the Canvas of Hope, 
a community-based health promotion 
art project focused on adult mental 
well-being.

PLANNING & ZONING
J a c o b  S n y d e r,  A s s i s t a n t 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S e r v i c e s 
Administrator, came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1.  Out-of-State Travel Request
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Lee seconded by 
Commissioner Strandell and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board 
to approve the out-of-state travel 
request for Steve Moe to attend the 
annual ESRI User Conference from 
July 14, 2025, to July 18, 2025, in 
San Diego, California.

2.  Resolution (2025-26) Interim 
Use Permit for R.J. Zavoral & Sons 
Inc. to Allow for Temporary Asphalt 
Batch Plant and Contractor Yard 
(Parcel #10.00136.01)

Resolution (2025-26) was offered 
by Commissioner Holy seconded by 
Commissioner Strandell and adopted 
upon the following vote: YEAS: 
Commissioner Reese, Commissioner 
Strandell, Commissioner Holy, and 
Commissioner Lee. NAYS: None. 
(See Resolution (2025-26) on file in 
the Administrator’s Office)

3.  Resolution (2025-27) Large 
Gathering Permit for River Bottom 
LLC (Aimee Smith  & Kayla 
Pederson) at Maple Lake Pavilion 
or an Event on May 25, 2025, in the 
Shoreland Zoning District (Parcel 

#32.00234.00)
Resolution (2025-27) was offered 

by Commissioner Reese seconded 
by Commissioner Lee and adopted 
upon the following vote: YEAS: 
Commissioner Reese, Commissioner 
Strandell, Commissioner Holy, and 
Commissioner Lee. NAYS: None. 
(See Resolution (2025-27) on file in 
the Administrator’s Office)

4.  R e s o l u t i o n  ( 2 0 2 5 - 2 8 ) 
Te r m i n a t i o n  o f  R e c o r d e d 
Resolution (2016-22) Document 
A000701999 Recorded April 8, 
2016 (Parcel #27.00248.00)

RESOLUTION (2025-28)

Termination of Recorded 
Resolution (2016-22)

Document A000701999 Recorded 
April 8, 2016

The following resolution (2025-
28) was offered by Commissioner 
Reese:

WHEREAS, David Eischens, 
landowner of parcel #27.00248.00, 
wishes to terminate the pr ior 
conditional use permit to allow the 
shed to be converted into a dwelling 
on the property; and

WHEREAS, A Conditional Use 
Permit was issued on April 5, 2016, to 
tie a shed to a septic system without 
living quarters per PCZO section 
18.2225 (E&F).

NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, At the request of the 
landowner, that the Polk County 
Board of Commissioners terminate 
resolution (2016-22).

Commissioner Holy seconded 
the foregoing resolution, and it 
was declared adopted upon the 
following vote: YEAS: Commissioner 
Reese, Commissioner Strandell, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  H o l y ,  a n d 
Commissioner Lee. NAYS: None.

HIGHWAY
 Richard Sanders, Polk County 

Engineer, came before the Board with 
matters pertaining to his department:

1.  Redetermination of Benefits 
– County-Owned Ditches within 
the Sandhill River Watershed 
District

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Reese seconded by 
Commissioner Strandell and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board 
to approve the orders for POLK 
COUNTY DITCHES 16, 19, 20, 45, 
46, 48, 49, 51, 52, 55, 57, 65, 69, 73, 
83, 86, 90, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 103, 
107, 110, 112, 115, 116, 117, 118, 
120, 122, 123, 124, 131, 135, 146, 
155, 156, 161, 163, 167, 176, and 
Judicial Ditch 57, and allow the Chair 
and Property Records Director to 
sign each order. A motion was made 
by Commissioner Reese seconded 
by Commissioner Strandell and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve Samuel Melbye, 
Director of Property Records, to sign 
the Director’s Orders pertaining to 
the redetermination orders for POLK 
COUNTY DITCHES 16, 19, 20, 45, 
46, 48, 49, 51, 52, 55, 57, 65, 69, 73, 
83, 86, 90, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 103, 
107, 110, 112, 115, 116, 117, 118, 
120, 122, 123, 124, 131, 135, 146, 
155, 156, 161, 163, 167, 176, and 
Judicial Ditch 57.

2.  MnDOT Agreement #1059918
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Reese seconded 
by Commissioner Strandell and 
adopted by unanimous vote of 
the Board to approve MnDOT 
agreement #1059918 and allow the 
Administrator and Board Chair to sign 
the agreement

a.  R e s o l u t i o n  ( 2 0 2 5 - 2 9 ) 
State Funded Program for IIJA 
Discretionary Grant Assistance 
Terms and Conditions SAP 060-
589-002

RESOLUTION (2025-29)

State Funded Program for IIJA 
Discretionary Grant

Assistance Terms and Conditions 
SAP 060-589-002

The following resolution (2025-
29) was offered by Commissioner 
Strandell:

WHEREAS, Polk County has 
applied to the Commissioner of 
Transportation for a grant from the 
State Program for IIJA Assistance; 
and

WHEREAS, The Commissioner of 
Transportation has given notice that 
funding for this project is available; 
and

WHEREAS, The amount of the 
grant has been determined to be 
$20,000.00 by reason of the lowest 
responsible bid.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, That Polk County 
does hereby agree to the terms and 
conditions of the grant consistent with 
Minnesota Laws 2023, Chapter 68, 
Article 1, Section 2, Subdivision 5(a), 
and will pay any additional amount 
by which the cost exceeds the 
estimate and will return any amount 
appropriated for the project but not 
required. The proper County officers 
are authorized to execute a grant 
agreement and any amendments 
thereto with the Commissioner of 
Transportation concerning the above-
referenced grant.

Commissioner Reese seconded 
the foregoing resolution, and it 
was declared adopted upon the 
following vote: YEAS: Commissioner 
Reese, Commissioner Strandell, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  H o l y ,  a n d 
Commissioner Lee. NAYS: None.

 PROPERTY RECORDS
 Samuel Melbye, Director of 

Property Records, came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1. Liquor Licenses
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Reese seconded by 

Commissioner Lee and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve the Annual Liquor Licenses 
for Lakeview Resort, Inc.; Snow Sled 
Inn Bar and Grill/Deonne Maygra; 
and One N’ Only of Euclid, Inc., 
contingent upon the approval by both 
the Polk County Sheriff and the Polk 
County Attorney.

2.  Document  Process ing 
Services Agreement with Avenu 
Enterprise Solutions, LLC

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Strandell seconded 
by Commissioner Holy and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve authorizing Samuel Melbye, 
Director of Property Records, to 
sign the agreement for document 
processing services/microfilm storage 
with Avenu Enterprise Solutions, 
LLC, which ends April 6, 2027.

ADMINISTRATION
 Chuck Whiting, Polk County 

Administrator, came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1.  Authorization to Purchase 
UKG Payroll  and Recruit ing 
Software Components

As we move forward with upgrades 
to the County’s finance systems, 
additions to our current UKG (Kronos) 

With no further business, the Board adjourned to reconvene at 9:30 o’clock 
a.m., May 20, 2025.

 __________________________________________
 Mark Holy, Chair

ATTEST:
____________________________________
Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator
Clerk of the Board

software for payroll and recruiting 
improvements are needed. A motion 
was made by Commissioner Lee 
seconded by Commissioner Strandell 
and adopted by unanimous vote of 
the Board to approve entering into the 
proposed UKG services subscription 
and Abdo implementation plan as 
presented.

2.  Review of DRAFT County 
Investment Policy

Discussion was held with the 
Board regarding review of a DRAFT 
County Investment Policy. It is 
imperative that the County have an 
investment policy for management 
and investment of the County’s 
public funds to ensure property 
responsibility and appropriate return 
on the public’s funds under the 
County’s oversight.

3.  Review and Approval of 
Position and Grade Change – 
Finance Director

In reviewing the Finance Director 
position description, Mr. Whiting is 
requesting approval of the highlighted 
changes making the position a 
Grade 20. A motion was made by 
Commissioner Lee seconded by 
Commissioner Strandell and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve the position changes and 
move to wage grid grade 20 for the 
Finance Director position description.

AUDITOR WARRANTS
 A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner 

Lee and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board that the following Auditor 
Warrants were approved:
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Stroke...
Continued from page 3..................................................................................

The Win-E-Mac 6th grade class visited the Minnesota State Capitol, as part of their 6th grade trip, where they were able to visit with Senator Mark Johnson and Representative 
Steve Gander.

Dave Stordahl, Mark Lee, Joan Lee, and Wanda Stordahl were some of the many McIntosh community members who 
joined together to honor our fallen heroes during the Memorial Day program held at the Community Center on Monday, 
May 26th.

Lincoln Smeby, Cliff Syverson, and Bryson Gunufson 
were able to have some fun after the McIntosh Memorial 
Day program.

The final week of the school year at Freedom Christian Academy was filled with exciting activities, including fun 
field trips, the wonder of baby chicks and butterflies hatching, and an enjoyable track and field day. As the school year 
concludes, the staff and students at FCA wish you all a wonderful and restful summer break. We look forward to seeing 
you again in the fall. Pictured above: Lane Klein, Mason Edberg, Barrett Wilkins, and Canine Paul. Pictured below: JJ 
Ross, Nadia Nikolayson, Olivia Branstner, Emmie Donner

Joe Courneya, a sopho-
more at Win-E-Mac, was 
named All-Conference in 
the Pine-to-Prairie Golf 
Conference.

nating stroke hospitals. The 
program supports hospitals 
with ongoing education as well 
as strategies to identify stroke 
process improvements, proto-
cols and more.

Facilities are designated 
as Acute Stroke Ready Hospi-
tals, Primary Stroke Centers, 
Thrombectomy Capable Stroke 
Centers and Comprehensive 
Stroke Centers. MDH partners 
with the American Heart Asso-
ciation, hospitals, EMS agen-
cies and many others to imple-
ment this coordinated system 
of care for Minnesota.

Merleen Knott, the stroke 
coordinator at Sanford Thief 
River Falls Medical Center, 
makes sure the hospital meets 
the state stroke designation 
standards. “We have neurolo-
gists available by telehealth to 
help diagnose stroke. We have 
a multi-disciplinary team on 
call. Everything is already in 
place. That’s huge,” she said. 
“And part of being a stroke 
ready hospital, the expectation 
is that you review the care. We 
are always looking ahead at 
what we could do better or how 
we would change things.”

Minnesotans can find a hos-
pital designated for stroke care 
at Minnesota Stroke System 
Designated Hospitals.

“I want everyone to know 
stroke symptoms,” Hammer 
said. “If I had just gone to sleep 
in my room, it would have been 
a completely different story. It 
can be easy to ignore symptoms, 
but if you notice anything out 
of the ordinary, pay attention. 
I also want people to know this 
does happen in younger people. 
It’s definitely not as rare as one 
would think.”

This Stroke Awareness 
Month, MDH is drawing atten-
tion to increasing stroke risk 
among younger, working-age 
adults. Approximately 30% of 
strokes occur among adults age 
65 or younger. Although the 
mortality rates from stroke is 
decreasing among older adults, 
the mortality rate among these 
working-age adults is rising. 
Younger adults with high blood 
pressure, a leading risk fac-
tor for stroke, are less likely to 
have their high blood pressure 
controlled, and less likely to be 
taking blood pressure medica-
tions, which may contribute to 
this increase.

Stroke is an emergency and 
time lost can be brain loss. You 
can help keep yourself and 
your loved ones safe by rec-
ognizing the warning signs of 
stroke and calling 9-1-1. Care 
starts in the ambulance—by 
calling 9-1-1 you are readying 
an emergency medical team to 
save lives and treat suspected 
stroke.

An easy way to remember 
how to recognize a stroke is 
“BE FAST:”

B – Balance loss. Does the 
person have sudden loss of bal-
ance or coordination?

E – Eyesight changes. Is 
eyesight suddenly blurred or 
double? Is there a sudden loss 
of vision?

F – Face drooping. Does 
one side of the face droop or 
is it numb? Ask the person to 
smile.

A – Arm weakness. Is one 
arm weak or numb? Ask the 
person to raise both arms. Does 
one arm drift downward?

S – Speech difficulty. Is 
speech slurred, are they unable 
to speak, or are they are they 
hard to understand?

T – Terrible headache. 
Time to call 9-1-1. If the person 
shows ANY of these symptoms, 
even if the symptoms go away, 
call 9-1-1 and get them to a 
hospital immediately.

Did you know?
Ice cream is a wildly popular 

dessert, with an estimated 15.4 
billion liters of ice cream con-
sumed each year around the 
world, according to the World 
Atlas. New Zealand consumes 
more ice cream than any other 
country, followed by the United 
States. 

When it comes to ice cream 
flavors, the International Dairy 
Foods Association says vanilla 
is still America's favorite fla-
vor, followed by the others of 
the "Big Three": chocolate and 
strawberry. Butter pecan and 
cookie dough round out the 
top five flavors in the United 
States. 

Vanilla reigns supreme 
worldwide as well. Forty-six 
countries choose vanilla over 
other options according to re-
search conducted by Premier 
Inn, a United Kingdom-based 
hotel chain. Worldwide, nea-
politan and chocolate also are 
popular ice cream flavors.


