
Winter Break
Win-E-Mac School 

Winter Break will be 
from December 23, 
2019-January 3, 2020.  
School will resume on 
Monday, January 6, 
2020.
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Community 
Calendar

Wed. Dec. 18:    
McIntosh Library 
12pm to 5pm; McIn-
tosh Heritage & Arts 
Center 10am to 2pm; 
Winger Senior Meals 
@ Moran’s 11:30am 
to 1:30pm

Thurs. Dec. 19:  
Library 4pm to 7pm; 
McIntosh Heritage & 
Arts Center 10am to 
2pm; Winger Senior 
Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am to 1:30pm

Fri. Dec. 20: 
Christmas in Mc-
Intosh event start-
ing at 10:00 am; Mc-
Intosh Library 12pm 
to 5pm;  Winger Se-
nior Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am to 1:30pm

Mon. Dec. 23: 
McIntosh Library 
10am to 3pm; Chil-
dren’s Story Time 
at McIntosh Library 
10:30am; Winger Se-
nior Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am     to 1:30pm

Tue Dec. 24: 
Christmas Eve

Wed. Dec. 25: 
Christmas Day

Thurs. Dec. 26: 
Library 4pm to 7pm; 
McIntosh Heritage & 
Arts Center 10am to 
2pm; Winger Senior 
Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am to 1:30pm

Fri Dec. 27: Mc-
Intosh Library 12pm 
to 5pm; Winger Se-
nior Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am to 1:30pm

Mon. Dec. 30:  
McIntosh Library 
10am to 3pm; Chil-
dren’s Story Time 
at McIntosh Library 
10:30am; Winger Se-
nior Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am     to 1:30pm

Tue Dec. 31: 
New Year's Eve; 
Library 4pm to 7pm; 
McIntosh Heritage & 
Arts Center 10am to 
2pm

This Friday, December 20th 
Christmas in McIntosh will 
continue with an Open House 
from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm at 
Neil's Quality Meats & More 
with in store specials, product 
specials, gift boxes and bas-
kets. There will be handmade 
gifts and Christmas decor as 
well. Check out the reinvented 
and reconditioned lamps that 
are one of a kind.

There will be an Open 
House at First National Bank 
and Insurance Agency on Fri-
day, December 20th from 9:00 
am to 3:00 pm as well. Christ-
mas goodies and coffee will be 
served.

King Town Agency will also 
have an Open House on Frday 
from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm .

Along with business Open 

House events, The Red Poppy, 
Howard Soap Company, Min-
nesota Rust and Joan's Junk 
Connection will be open for 
your last minute gift shopping.

Check out the great candy 
selection at Jered's Grocery 
and have a bite to eat at The 

Coop Bar & Grill.
Meet your friends and 

neighbors in McIntosh on Fri-
day, December 20th for more 
Christmas fun.

Christmas in Mac this Friday

Aubrey Gunufson had a fun morning during the Santa 
Claus Day festivities held at the McIntosh Community 
Center last Saturday.

An elf with a red nose! Fun and games during Santa 
Claus Day in McIntosh with Hudson Swanson.

Heidee Smeby has a chat with Santa and Mrs. Claus when they visited the kids at Santa 
Claus Day last Saturday in McIntosh.

Santa and Mrs. Clause stopped by the McIntosh Community Center last Saturday 
morning and were able to visit with a lot of the kids that attended the event. Here, they 
are sitting with Karli Schow and Adler Stordahl.

Each year, the Bone Builder's group, who meet each week in McIntosh, have a shopping day for the kids who attend Santa Claus Day. They put together an array of great presents 
for the kids to choose from, help them wrap them and all for a quarter a gift. Here are a few of the dedicated crew who work each year to make this event a favorite for the kids. (l-r) 
Mary & Russ Horachek, Lorene Tranby, Karen Olson, Betty Tangen, Jane Aakhus, Eileen Hegg, Mary Goodwin, Marion Parent, Patty Benson and Violet Ferden.
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P U B L I S H E R ’ S  L I A B I L I T Y  F O R  E R R O R :  T h e 
P u b l i s h e r  s h a l l  n o t  b e  l i a b l e  f o r  s l i g h t  c h a n g e s 
o r  t y p o g r a p h i c a l  e r r o r s  t h a t  d o  n o t  l e s s e n  t h e 
v a l u e  o f  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t .  T h e  P u b l i s h e r ’ s 
l i a b i l i t y  f o r  o t h e r  e r r o r s  o r  o m i s s i o n s  i n 
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i s  s t r i c t l y 
l i m i t e d  t o  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t 
i n  a n y  s u b s e q u e n t  i s s u e  o r  t h e  r e f u n d  o f  a n y 
m o n i e s  p a i d  f o r  t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t .

Wed. Dec. 18: Jenny 
Howard, Dusty Juve

Thurs. Dec. 19: Clar-
issa Neste, Erik Roed

Fri. Dec. 20: Kalli 
Roy, Marion Shimpa

Sat. Dec. 21:Brooke 
Tofstad, Beth Hagen

Sun. Dec. 22: Andy 
Smith, Cody Drewry, Jer-
ry Shimpa, Camille Sme-
by, Tracy Juve, *Robert & 
Sharon Hegland, * Allen 
& Shirley Carver

Tues. Dec. 24: Can-
dace Haaven, Anthony 
Grande, Jered Agnes, 
Philip Lee, Cheryl Jore

M3-28C

Is There A
Wedding In 

Your Future?
We have the latest de-

signs for wedding accessories - or, 
if you choose, we can assist with a 
design of your own.

LET US HELP MAKE YOUR WEDDING DAY 
MEMORABLE.

487-5225   Gonvick, MN

Richards Publishing Co.

 719 N. Main 644 Main St.
 Mahnomen, MN Winger, MN

*Paige Ennen *Kelly Woltjer
*Tim & Denise Anderson
*Licensed Funeral Director

218-935-9000
Toll free: 866-935-9009

This space
for rent at

$127.40 for
6 months. 

CALL 

218-563-3585
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
Fosston

Fr. John  Suvakeen, 
Pastor 

Sun. Dec. 22: 8:00am Con-
fession; 8:30am Mass at St. 
Mary's, Fosston; 10:30am Mass 
at St. Joseph's, Bagley

Tues. Dec. 24: 5:00pm 
Christmas Eve Mass, St. 
Joseph’s, Bagley; 8:00 
p.m.Christmas Eve  Mass at 
St. Mary’s, Fosston

Wed. Dec. 25:	8 : 3 0 a m 
Christmas Mass at St. Mary’s, 
Fosston; 10:30am Christmas 
Mass at St. Joseph’s, Bagley

If you have any questions 
please call 435-6484.

CALVARY-IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN PARISH

Winger/Bejou
Supply Pastor

Gordon Syverson
Sun. Dec. 22: 8:30am Wor-

ship at Immanuel; 9:45am 
Worship at Calvary

Sun. Dec. 29: 8:30am Wor-
ship at Immanuel; 9:45am 
Worship at Calvary

OURS SAVIOR’S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(ELCA)
McIntosh

Supply Pastor
Gordon Syverson

Sun. Dec. 22: 11:15am Wor-
ship Service.

Sun. Dec. 29: 11:15am Wor-
ship Service.

GOSEN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
Independent 

Gary Johnson, Pastor
www.gosen-church.com

Face Book: Gosen 
Church

Sun., Dec. 22: 9:30amSun-
day School and Adult Bible 
Study; 11:00am Worship Ser-
vice

Tues, Dec. 24: 10:00am 
Sunday worship service 
telecast on  GVTV--30;                                                                                                                                     
1:30pm No  Bible Study at The 
Pioneer Memorial Care Center

Wed, Dec.25: 6:30pm No 
Bible Study at  Sharon Ram-
berg's

Fri, Dec. 27: 7:00pm.  Sun-
day School/Luther League 
Christmas program (see article 
elsewhere in the paper)

For information on free 
rides to any of the above ac-
tivities call 218-268-4242 or 
218-687-3461 Gosen Church 
is located 4 miles south of the 
junctions of Hwy. 2 & 59 or 4 
miles north of Winger; then ½ 
mile east on County Road 206.

MCINTOSH AFLC
McIntosh Trinity / Mount 

Carmel:
Pastor Karl Anderson
Wed. Dec. 18: 7:30pm Bible 

Study at Mt. Carmel
Thurs. Dec. 19: 7:00am 

Men's Breakfast at Mt. Carmel
Sun. Dec. 22: 9:30    Mt. 

Carmel Worship; 9:45    Trin-
ity Sunday School for all ages; 
10:45    Mt Carmel Sunday 
School for all ages; 11:00 Trin-
ity Worship; 

VERNES LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (LCMC)

McIntosh
Pastor Jill Torgerson

Sun. Dec. 22: 9am 
Worship; fellowship cof-
fee following worship

Sun. Dec. 29: 9am 
Worship; fellowship cof-
fee following worship

DOVRE
FREE LUTHERAN

Pastor Don Edlunds
Wed. Dec. 18: 7:00pm Bible 

Study on Ezra and Nehemiah 
Everyone Welcome

Sun. Dec. 22: 10:00am Wor-
ship Service and Children's 
Sunday School

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

McIntosh
 Pastor Bruce Blocker,

Sun. Dec. 22: 9:00am Wor-
ship; 10:00 Fellowship Hour; 
10:15am Sunday School

Sun. Dec. 29: 9:00am Wor-
ship; 10:00 Fellowship Hour; 
10:15am Sunday School

GRACE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH NALC

 Erskine, Minnesota
 Pr. Scott Baker, interim
Sun. Dec. 22: 10:30am  

Adult Bible Study; 9:15am 
Sunday School; 10:30am Wor-
ship

Sun. Dec. 29: 10:300am  
Adult Bible Study; 9:15am 
Sunday School; 10:30am Wor-
ship

RODNES LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Erskine
Pastor Joel Smeby

Wed. Dec. 18: 10:00am Bible 
Study at Crossroads; 7:00pm 
Bible Study at Rodnes

Sat. Dec, 21: 8:00am Men's 
Prayer Group

Sun. Dec. 22: 10:00am Wor-
ship

LARL announces 
holiday closures

All Lake Agassiz Regional 
Library (LARL) branches and 
LINK sites will close at noon 
on Tuesday, December 24 and 
will be closed Wednesday, De-
cember 25 in observance of the 
Christmas holiday, with regu-
lar hours of operation resum-
ing Thursday, December 26. 

The following week all lo-
cations will close at or before 
5 p.m. on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 31 and will remain closed 
Wednesday, January 1 in ob-
servance of New Year’s Day, 
with regular hours resuming 
Thursday, January 2.

LARL’s branch libraries are 
located in Ada, Bagley, Barnes-
ville, Breckenridge, Climax, 
Crookston, Detroit Lakes, Fer-
tile, Fosston, Hawley, Mahn-
omen, McIntosh and Moor-
head. LARL’s LINK sites are 
found in Cormorant, Frazee, 
Gonvick, Halstad, Hendrum, 
Lake Park, Rothsay, Twin Val-
ley and Ulen.

Lake Agassiz Regional Li-
brary is a consolidated pub-
lic library system comprised 
of 13 branch libraries and 
nine LINK sites serving the 
residents of seven counties in 
northwest Minnesota. 

More information is avail-
able at www.larl.org.  

Did You Know?
The Monthly Economic Sta-

tistical Snapshot for October is 
out now. Highlights from the 
snapshot below:

•Minnesota’s labor force 
participation rate was 70.3 
percent, ranking third highest 
nationwide. The U.S. rate was 
63.3 percent.

•Minnesota’s percent of 
unemployed that is long-term 
(>27 weeks) was 10.5 percent, 
compared to 21.5 percent na-
tionwide.

•Minnesota’s 5-year busi-
ness survival rate (2014-
2019) was 54.8 percent, rank-
ing fourth-highest nationwide. 
The national average was 50.9 
percent for the same period.

Gosen 
Luther League 
Sunday School 
Christmas 
Program

The Gosen Luther League 
along with the Sunday School 
will present their Christmas 
program on Friday evening, 
December 27th, at 7 o'clock.

Music will be provided by 
Jennie Shaver, Kendra and Al-
lysa Morinville, and the Troy 
and Karalynn family. A Na-
tivitiy skit will be presented. 
There may be additional music 
as well.

Refreshments including 
Christmas goodies and a candy 
bowl will be served following 
the program.

Join us as we seek to honor 
the new-born King Jesus.

Gosen Church is located 4 
miles south of the junctions of 
Highways 2 & 59 or 4 miles 
north of Winger; then 1/2 mile 
east on County Road 206.

For information call 268-
4242 or 687-3461.

Rydell and Glacial Ridge 
National Wildlife Refuges 
(NWR) will be hosting their 5th 
Annual Christmas Bird Count 
on Thursday, December 19th. 

This event is administered 
by the National Audubon Soci-
ety and is the longest running 
citizen science bird project in 
the U.S. This year marks the 
120th year of the Christmas 
Bird Count.

Counts are held in desig-
nated areas throughout the 
U.S. between Dec. 14 and Jan. 
5 each year. Last year, counts 
were completed in over 2,500 
locations, including Canada 
and Latin America. Over 
76,600 people participated in 
the counts and almost 59 mil-

5th Annual Rydell/Glacial 
Ridge Christmas Bird Count

lion birds were tallied!
Information from the count 

provides important informa-
tion on winter ranges of birds, 
population trends, and how a 

changing climate alters winter 
bird distribution.

Birds observed in the 
Rydell/Glacial Ridge Count 
Circle over the past four years 
have included 40 different 
species, including northern 
shrikes, Bohemian waxwings, 
bald eagles, pileated and red-
bellied woodpeckers, Harris’ 
sparrows, and Lapland long-
spurs

People interested in partici-
pating do not need to be expe-
rienced birders. This event can 
serve as a learning experience 
for new birders and those indi-
viduals will be paired up with 
Refuge staff or more experi-
enced volunteers. 

Participants should meet at 
the Rydell NWR Visitor Center 
at 8:00am for coffee and a brief 
meeting. Bring binoculars and 
a bird book if you have them. 
If not, we’ll have some on hand 
for visitor use. 

Counting will take place 
within a 15-mile diameter cir-
cle that stretches from Erskine 
west to the center of Glacial 
Ridge NWR. Participants can 
count from a vehicle or on foot, 
depending on their preference 
and the weather conditions 
that day. 

Refuge staff will host a pot-
luck lunch back at the Visitor 
Center at noon. After a hearty 
lunch, folks can “call it a day”, 
or can go back out and contin-
ue to search for birds.

Please RSVP no later than 
December 17th to Ben at 218-
687-2229 x12 or benjamin_
walker@fws.gov. 

If you have questions or 
need more information on the 
count, call Ben Walker at 218-
687-2229 x12.

Gingerbread 
goodness

Gingerbread is a broad term 
that can describe anything 
from a firm and crispy cookie to 
a moist, soft cake. 

Traditionally, gingerbread 
is seasoned with ginger, cloves, 
nutmeg, and other aromatic 
spices. Molasses and brown 
sugar counteract the spice with 
sweetness. North Americans 
have been baking gingerbread 
in various shapes or forms 
for more than 200 years, and 
the recipes even pre-date the 
American revolution. However, 
gingerbread dates back even 
further to the Shakespear-
ean era, with The Bard hav-
ing mentioned it in one of his 
plays. Gingerbread's name can 
be trace to medieval England 
and once referred to any kind 
of preserved ginger. 

The term went on to refer-
ence ginger-flavored cakes in 
the 15th century, and ginger-
bread eventually became popu-
lar throughout the world. 

Even though gingerbread 
cakes and cookies have been 
made for centuries, Germans 
are often credited with creating 
gingerbread houses, according 
to Smithsonian. 

They were probably mod-
eled after the witch's candy cot-
tage in the German fairy tale, 
"Hansel and Gretel." 

Even though gingerbread 
can be made any time of year, it 
is particularly associated with 
the Christmas season, with 
gingerbread men and other 
fanciful shapes turning up on 
cookie platters

M39C

The Joy Of ChristmasThe Joy Of Christmas
As we enjoy the Christmas Season, we’re reminded of the miraculous birth of 

Christ, in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago.  
And she shall bring forth a son, and though shalt call his name JESUS; for he 

shall save his people from their sins. ~ Matthew 1:21

We wish you and your family a Merry Christmas

First National Bank will close  

First National Bank will close  
at Noon on Christmas Eve  

at Noon on Christmas Eve  and will be closed  
and will be closed  Christmas Day
Christmas Day

FARM LAND 
RENTAL/LEASE

The Polk County Highway 
Department is soliciting Quotes 
until 4:30pm, December 31, 
2019 for rental/lease of County 
Property - farmland to be used 
for pasture and hay stumpage. 
The property is located in Sec-
tions 25 and 36 of Angus Town-
ship. The total acreage available 
is approximately 293.5 acres, 
more or less. A legal description 
and information regarding the 
rental/lease of this property is 
available at the Polk County 
Highway Department. If you are 
interested, please contact Darin 
Carlstrom at (218) 281-3952 
ext. 8254 or by email darin.
carlstrom@co.polk.mn.us. You 
may also visit the Highway De-
partment, Monday-Friday from 
8am-4:30pm. Located at 820 Old 
Highway 75 South, Crookston, 
MN.                     O39-40C

FARM LAND 
RENTAL/LEASE

The Polk County Highway 
Department is soliciting Quotes 
until 4:30pm, December 31, 
2019 for rental/lease of County 
Property - farmland to be used 
for pasture and hay stumpage.  
The property is located in Sec-
tion 22 of Liberty Township.  
The total acreage available is 
approximately 150 acres, more 
or less.   A legal description and 
information regarding the rental/
lease of this property is available 
at the Polk County Highway 
Department.    If you are inter-
ested, please call our office: 218-
281-3952 or visit our Highway 
Department office at 820 Old 
Highway 75 South in Crookston, 
MN for more information.   Office 
hours: 8-4:30 Monday-Friday.  
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Please 
join us at the 

First National Bank
of McIntosh for our 

M38-39C

phone 
218-563-2865

Christmas Open House 
on Friday, Dec. 20, 2019

Christmas goodies, coffee and cider
will be served from 9:00 am

until 3:00 pm.

McIntosh, 
MINNESOTA 

56556

King Town Mutual Insurance
McIntosh, MN

Open HouseOpen House
Friday, December 20th, 2019

9:00am - 3:00pm

265 Cleveland Ave

Merry Christmas to All!Merry Christmas to All!
M38-39C

Hill River 
Township

2019 One Fund 
Drive

Results
Multiple Sclerosis ........ $82.00       
Salvation Army ......... $220.00
MN Medical Found...... $22.00
Heart Fund................. $327.50
Cancer Fund .............. $597.50
Red Cross.................... $222.50	
DAC............................. $180.00	
Leukemia Society......... $25.00
American Diabetes  
Assn............................ $218.00
Northland Rescue  
Miss............................... $50.00
Samaritan’s Purse........ $50.00
St. Judes Hospital........ $15.00  
MCCL Local 
Chapter #45.................. $50.00
     Total:................... $2,060.00
Solicitors:
Tim Disrud
Jeff Matson
Ron Roed
Sidney Finseth
Chairperson:
Betty Syverson
Raymond O. Sundrud, Clerk/
Treasurer
Hill River Township
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Due to the prolonged and 
extensive impacts of weath-
er events this year, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) today extended the 
deadline to December 20 for 
producers to enroll in the Dairy 
Margin Coverage (DMC) pro-
gram for the 2020 calendar 
year. 

The deadline had been De-
cember 13.  USDA announced 
is also continuing to accept 
applications for the Market 
Facilitation Program through 
December 20.

“2019 has challenged the 
country’s ag sector – prevented 
or late planting followed by a 
delayed harvest has been fur-
ther complicated by wet and 
cold weather,” said Bill North-

Endorsements are for soil 
health, integrated pest manage-
ment, and wildlife

The Minnesota Agricul-
tural Water Quality Certifica-
tion Program (MAWQCP) is 
launching three new endorse-
ments in addition to 10-year 
certification a farmer or land-
owner receives in the program. 

The new endorsements were 
announced at this week’s Min-
nesota Association of Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts 
Convention.

The MAWQCP endorse-
ments available to water qual-
ity certified producers are for 
soil health, integrated pest 
management, and wildlife.

“We recognize that many 
conservation practices target-
ing water quality also have 
benefits for other conservation 
goals, such as wildlife,” said 
Agriculture Commissioner 
Thom Petersen. 

“These Ag Water Quality 
Certification endorsements cel-
ebrate the certified producers 
who are going above and be-
yond to implement conserva-
tion on their farms.”

The MAWQCP partnered 
with various non-profit orga-
nizations, such as Pheasants 
Forever and the Minnesota 

WEM School 
Announcements

The Win-E-Mac Alumni 
Tournament will be held on 
Saturday, December 21.  Regis-
tration and formation of teams 
will take place between noon 
and 1:00.  With games start-
ing at 1:00.  No matter if you 
want to go up and down the 
court one time, play all day, or 
just come and watch, we would 
love to have you.  Registration 
is $10 with the proceeds going 
towards the Win-E-Mac boys 
basketball account.

Welcome 
back to WEM

On December 20 the Win-
E-Mac boys basketball team 
will be honoring the 2000 State 
Runner-Up team in between 
the JV and Varsity game that 
night.  

Come on out for the JV 
game (6:15 tip time), and stick 
around to reminisce and take 
in some basketball.  

The stories will be flowing, 
scrapbooks will be shared, old 
game footage will be watches, 
and trophies will be displayed.  

Let’s make this a night to 
acknowledge the past and show 
our support for the future.

Yearbook staff is tak-
ing pre-orders for this year’s 
yearbook to be distributed 
upon completion in May of 
2020. Cost is $35.00 now and 
until December 20th and will 
cost $40.00 after December 
20th.  Yearbooks can be pur-
chased in the office or from 
Mrs. Winter (room 51) before 
or after school or during stu-
dents’ noon hours.  

Prom is May 2nd! Com-
plete sign-up by April 15, 2020 
~ all prom attendees and their 
guests must be sign-up and pay 
attendance fee ahead of time.  
Win-E-Mac seniors/juniors 
are invited to attend the prom 
with a guest who is a sopho-
more or older in school or out 
of school but no older than 20 
years of age.  Each individual 
attendee’s $15 cover fee needs 
to accompany sign-up.   Fee is 
to offset costs (food and bever-
ages included). All prom grand 
march attendees are expected 
to wear formal attire.  Sign-up 
sheets available in Mrs. Win-
ter's room.

USDA extends deadline 
for dairy margin coverage programs

ey, USDA Under Secretary for 
Farm Production and Conser-
vation. 

“Because some of our pro-
ducers are still in the field, 
time to conduct business at the 
local USDA office is at a pre-
mium.  

"We hope this deadline ex-
tension will allow producers 
the opportunity to participate 
in these important programs.”

Authorized by the 2018 
Farm Bill and available 
through USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), the program of-
fers reasonably priced protec-
tion to dairy producers when 
the difference between the all-
milk price and the average feed 
cost (the margin) falls below a 
certain dollar amount selected 

by the producer. 
The Market Facilitation 

Program is part of a relief 
strategy to support American 
agricultural producers while 
the Administration continues 
to work on free, fair, and re-
ciprocal trade deals to open 
more markets to help Ameri-
can farmers compete globally. 
MFP payments are aimed at 
assisting farmers suffering 
from damage due to unjustified 
trade retaliation by foreign na-
tions.  

 For more information, visit 
the DMC webpage, the MFP 
webpage or your local USDA 
service center. 

To locate your local FSA of-
fice, visit farmers.gov/service-
locator.

MN ag water quality cert.
program adding endorsements

Soil Health Coalition, and 
state agencies to develop the 
endorsements.

“Pheasants Forever com-
mends the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture for their 
collaboration and recognition 
of the many benefits that the 
Minnesota Agricultural Water 
Quality Certification Program 
provides in addition to water 
quality,” said Tanner Bruse, 
Ag and Conservation Programs 
Manager for Pheasants For-
ever. 

“The MAWQCP and wild-
life endorsement recognizes 
our great Minnesota farmers 
and their passion for farming 
for the future and dedication 
to conservation. Habitat goes 
beyond wildlife with positive 
impacts towards water quality, 
soil health, and carbon seques-
tration.”

“The Minnesota Soil Health 
Coalition appreciates the dedi-
cation of the MAWQCP, help-
ing producers identify and im-
plement practices to improve 
their operations and resource 
concerns and value the soil 
health endorsement as another 
avenue to engage and improve 
soil health across Minnesota” 
said Brian Pfarr, Minnesota 
Soil Health Coalition Board 

Chairman.
Certified producers who 

achieve an endorsement will 
receive an additional sign for 
their farm and recognition for 
their conservation excellence.

Farmers and landowners 
interested in an endorsement 
or becoming water quality cer-
tified can contact their local 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District or visit MyLandMyL-
egacy.com.

About the Minnesota Agri-
cultural Water Quality Certifi-
cation Program

The Minnesota Agricultural 
Water Quality Certification 
Program is a voluntary oppor-
tunity for farmers and agricul-
tural landowners to take the 
lead in implementing conserva-
tion practices that protect our 
water. 

Those who implement and 
maintain approved farm man-
agement practices will be cer-
tified and in turn obtain regu-
latory certainty for a period of 
ten years. After a successful 
pilot phase in 2014-2015, the 
program is now available to 
farmers and landowners state-
wide. To date, the program has 
certified 816 farms totaling 
557,000 acres

"On the first day of Christ-
mas, my true love gave to me, a 
partridge in a pear tree."

The familiar lyrics of this 
tune are sung as part of Christ-
mas caroling and holiday cele-
brations, reaching a crescendo 
each time singers belt out "five 
golden rings." 

The song is an English 
Christmas carol that was writ-
ten in 1720. While it references 
plenty of gift-giving, it's easy to 
assume the song is about giv-
ing Christmas gifts. 

However, the 12 days in the 
song actually refer to the birth 
of Jesus Christ.

The 12 days of Christmas, 
also known as the Twelvetide, 
refers to the festive Christian 
season that celebrates the 
Nativity of Jesus. In fact, the 
start of these days occurs on 
December 25 and extends un-
til the evening of January 5th, 
the day before the Epiphany, 
known as Twelfth Night. 

Each day corresponds to a 
remembrance of different reli-
gious events or people.

Christmas celebrants can 
celebrate well into the new 
year. Commemorating the 
12 days of Christmas can in-
clude small festivities from 

December 25 to January 5. 
On Twelfth Night, historically 
known for parties, modern-day 
fanfare can mark the culmina-
tion of the Christmas season 
- with the last of gift-giving oc-
curring on the Epiphany.

Gifting, hosting friends and 
family, attending religious ser-
vices, participating in chari-
table events, or opening one's 
home to neighbors and those 
who can use some companion-
ship are all ways to make the 
12 days of Christmas more spe-
cial.

The 12 days of Christmas

7 facts about the winter solstice
Nocturnal animals and hu-

man night owls may rejoice 
during the winter solstice. 

On the winter solstice, 
people can witness the Earth's 
longest night and shortest day 
of the year for their respective 
hemispheres. 

For individuals living in the 
northern hemisphere, the win-
ter solstice generally occurs 
between December 20 and 23 
each year. 

Those in the southern hemi-
sphere experience the winter 
solstice between June 20 to 
June 23.

In 2019, the northern hemi-
sphere's winter solstice occurs 
on December 21. 

The solstice may come and 
go unnoticed, but it's an inter-
esting day on the calendar.

1. Not only will the win-
ter solstice occur on a spe-
cific date, it also occurs at a 
specific time when the Earth's 
semi-axis tilts furthest from 
the sun. 

This corresponds to when 
the North Pole is aimed away 
from the sun on the 23.5 de-
gree tilt of the Earth's axis. At 
this point, the sun also shines 
directly over the Tropic of Cap-
ricorn. 

The information and trivia 
site Mental Floss says the 
solstice happens at the same 
moment for everyone on the 
plane. 

However, the hour it occurs 
depends on your time zone.

2. Areas of the Northern 
Hemisphere can have vary-
ing lengths of day and night on 
the solstice. 

For example, New York 
City may have nine hours and 
15 minutes of sunlight on the 
winter solstice. If that upsets 
New Yorkers, they may be 
happy to be outside parts of 
Finland, some of which get less 
than six hours of sunlight on 
the solstice.

3. The word "solstice" 
is derived from Latin and 
means "sun stands still." It 
was chosen to describe this 
cosmic phenomenon because 
the solstice sun seemingly ap-
pears in the same position at 
noontime for several days be-
fore and after the winter sol-
stice - at its lowest point in the 
sky.

4. It is easy to mistake 
the solstices for the equi-
noxes, which also occur twice 
a year. 

However, the equinoxes oc-
cur in fall and spring and mark 
when the sun is directly above 
the equator and night and day 
are of equal length.

5. Despite the winter sol-
stice indicating the begin-
ning of the astrological winter, 
it may not be the coldest time 
of the season. 

Usually those temperatures 

are reserved for January and 
February.

6. The Farmer's Almanac 
reports that many cultures 
marked the arrival of the sol-
stice as a time of death and re-
birth. E

arly man also kept track of 
the days by observing the sun's 
position in the sky. In fact, his-
torians believe Stonehenge was 
created to monitor the sun's 
yearly "movement."

7. Many traditions asso-
ciated with Christmas origi-
nated during Pagan celebra-
tions for the winter solstice. 
For example, Scandinavians 
would burn a juul (yule) log in 
the hearth in honor of the god 
Thor. Thor's job was to bring 
the sun's warmth back to the 
people.

While the winter solstice 
and the lack of sunlight syn-
onymous with it may not be 
something everyone looks for-
ward to, there is a silver lining. 

Following the winter sol-
stice, the hours of sunlight 
gradually increase by the day, 
eventually paving the way for 
the spring equinox.

Winger's Moen receives 
"Best of Show" at Minot 
Gun & Knife exhibition

Richard Moen of Winger, a regular at the Annual Minot 
Gun & Knife Show was congratulated by Al Hanson, the 
show manager for earning the "Best of Show" award.

The "Best of Show" award at The Minot Gun & Knife 
Show, won by Richard Moen was for the Ruana Davy 
Crockett bowie display above. The stand was made by 
Alphonse Stockert of Bismarck, ND.

Marion Parent helps the kids who shopped the Bone 
Builder's Christmas store with wrapping during Santa 
Claus Day last weekend in McIntosh.

Below: The Bone 
Builder's Christmas store 
is part of Santa Claus Day 
and one of the most favorite 
for the kids.

Have a
Story to 
Share?

If you have a story or 
photos you want to 

share, 
please send to: 

mcintoshtimes@gmail.com
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Merry Christmas from all of us! Merry Christmas from all of us! 
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Two thousand years ago the King of Kings was born.Two thousand years ago the King of Kings was born.
‘The Lamb of God’ later made to feel the thorn,‘The Lamb of God’ later made to feel the thorn,

If his words are accepted and not scorned,If his words are accepted and not scorned,
They will make us all reborn.They will make us all reborn.

Through God’s grace, Joseph and Mary presentedThrough God’s grace, Joseph and Mary presented
A gift to the world that day, which we can all repay,A gift to the world that day, which we can all repay,

by living the ten commandments each and every day.by living the ten commandments each and every day.

Try to remember and keep in your heart and mindTry to remember and keep in your heart and mind
Jesus’s gospel while here on Earth,Jesus’s gospel while here on Earth,

Redemption not a life lived in constant mirth.Redemption not a life lived in constant mirth.
Peace on Earth, good will toward manPeace on Earth, good will toward man

Everyone should try it, whenever they can.Everyone should try it, whenever they can.

The Lord gave us the option and choice of ‘free will,’The Lord gave us the option and choice of ‘free will,’
Now it’s up to us to fit the bill.Now it’s up to us to fit the bill.

So when you’re Christmas shopping  So when you’re Christmas shopping  
for family and friends,for family and friends,

and money is tight at both ends,and money is tight at both ends,
Remember that the greatest gift of all,Remember that the greatest gift of all,

Is your love of Jesus in the manger stall.Is your love of Jesus in the manger stall.

- A Christmas Poem by Joseph P. Martino- A Christmas Poem by Joseph P. Martino


