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The Goodridge School will 
be holding Snofest next week, 
January 13-17th.

The 2025 Snofest Court is 
listed below; Coronation will be 
held at 2pm on Friday, Janu-
ary 17th. 

Snofest Court
7th grade: Carly Jensen and 

Braxton Homme
8th grade: Taylor Wilson 

and Caleb Kiviaho
9th grade: Lilly Swensen 

and Fred Sorensen
10th grade: Emma Seyller 

and Hank Jones
11th grade: Nevaeh Kotrba 

and Sawyer Jacobson
12th grade: Chesney Salo 

and Brennan Parnow
9th grade ushers: Gemma 

Kotrba and Shay Jacobson
There will also be a Snofest 

dance on Friday, January 17th, 
that will begin after the basket-
ball game and end at midnight. 

Goodridge 
Snofest next week

Nordvick Arms, LLC, will 
be holding a Permit to Carry 
class on Sunday, January 19th, 
at the Wannaska Community 
Center at 1pm. This class is 
for renewals and first time per-
mits. The cost is $70. You need 
to be at least 20 years old and 
able to possess firearms legally. 
You can’t apply at the sheriff’s 
department for your permit un-
til you turn 21. 

This class is approved by 
the MN Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension and is taught by 
instructor Luke Nordvick. He 
uses a variety of resources from 
organizations that he has been 
certified in, including NRA, 

USCCA, Rangemaster, Law of 
Self Defense and more.

The class will cover Safety, 
Use of Force Principals, Sce-
nario Training, State Laws and 
much more. It is about 4 hours 
long. There will be range time. 
Hearing and eye protection will 
be provided at no extra cost. 
Other range equipment can be 
rented for a small fee. If you 
have any questions, or to sign 
up, contact Luke Nordvick at 
218-689-8187, email lukenord-
vick@outlook.com or check out 
https://nordvickarms.com. You 
can also request a private class 
with your preferred date and 
location.

Permit to 
Carry class

The 31st Annual Grygla 
Cup hockey tournament is set 
for Saturday, February 1st. 
Last year marked the Grygla 
Flames 19th consecutive win, 
but the championship title is 
always up for grabs! At this 
year’s event, there will be light 
concessions served and a 50/50 
drawing.

You can also get some cus-
tom clothing with your favorite 
local hockey team logo. Dustin 
Nelson, with Nelson Customs, 
just made a custom Ice Dev-
ils jersey for a little fan who 
will wear it proudly on Febru-
ary 1st. (Pictured here on the 
right.)

Contact Dustin to get all 

of your custom gear. Not only 
has he expanded to do shirts, 
hats and can coozies, but he 
also creates custom tumblers, 
mugs, cups, coasters, cutting 
boards, mailboxes and more.  

Check out Nelson Customs 
on Facebook for more informa-
tion, pricing and photos.

And watch for more infor-
mation on the Grygla Cup, in-
cluding teams, times, etc.

If you have any questions, 
or want to sign a team up, con-
tact Ice Devils Nick Olson (218-
689-0830), Robbie Anderson 
(218-684-1740) or Brock Olson 
(218-242-4221).

Make sure to catch all the 
action on Feb. 1st in Grygla!

31st Annual Grygla Cup
The arena is officially open in Grygla! Last Sunday evening brought out a bunch of Ice Devil hockey players, who were 

practicing for the upcoming Grygla Cup.

Nelson Customs, owned and operated by Dustin Nelson, 
of Grygla, has been set up at various vendor shows around 
the area, including the Roseau Holiday Vendor & Craft 
Show the end of November (pictured above).

These two photos were taken at last year’s Grygla Cup. Pictured above are the Ice Devils, who will try to take away 
the Championship title from the Grygla Flames again this year, but it’s a tough battle as the Flames have won it 19 years 
in a row!

Nelson Customs

Contact Dustin to get all of your custom gear. Not only 
has he expanded to do shirts, hats and can coozies, but 
he also creates custom tumblers, mugs, cups, coasters, cut-
ting boards, mailboxes and more.  

Check out Nelson Customs on Facebook for more infor-
mation, pricing and photos.
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• CHURCH CALENDARS
Sundays:

St. Clement’s: 10:15am      
Worship

St. Ann’s: 12pm Worship

BETHESDA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Skime
Pastor Steve Bliss

Sunday, Jan 12
11am Worship w/ Annual 

Meeting. 

UNITED
LUTHERAN PARISH

Gatzke
Pastor Tim Lundeen

Sundays
8:30am Worship

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH

St. Petri – Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth – Trail; Oak 

Park – Oklee
Pastor Jeffrey Merseth

Wednesday, Jan 8
5-7pm Wed. School/Confirma-

tion; 6:30pm Vespers; 7pm 
LYS Meeting

Saturday, Jan 11
Mt. Olive 9am Worship

Sunday, Jan 12
St. Petri: 9:45am Worship 

with meal and Annual Meet-
ing to follow

Nazareth: 9:45am Livestream
Oak Park: 8:45am SS, 9:45am 

Livestream

GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH

Grace and Our Savior’s, 
Grygla

Grace Live Stream will play 
on Garden Valley Channel 36 
on Sundays 9am (9:30am last 

Sunday of the month). 
Wednesday, Jan 8

11am Bible Study, 2:15pm 
Release Time, 3:30 FFF Night, 
7pm Confirmation, 8pm Grace 

Council
Thursday, Jan 9

9am-12pm Grace Quilting
Sunday, Jan 12

Grace: 9am Worship
OS: 10:30am Worship

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN

PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith

Sunday, Jan 12
Ekelund: 8am Worship, 9am 

SS
Faith: 9:30am Worship, 

10:30am SS
Bethany: 10am SS, 11am 

Worship
Monday, Jan 13

Faith Mission Monday, 
Quilting 9am-2pm, Ekelund 

WELCA 1:30pm

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITIES OF

St. Clement’s – Grygla; St. 
Ann’s – Goodridge
Fr. Bryan Kujawa

U.S.P.S. No. 002330
Grygla 
Eagle

Serving Eastern 
Marshall

& Northern Beltrami Counties
Richard D. Richards - PUBLISHER

 Kari Sundberg- EDITOR
Phone 294-6220

—SUBSCRIPTION RATES—
$35 per year in the trade area 
(Grygla, Gatzke, Goodridge & 

Wannaska addresses)
$45 per year outside of the area

PUBLISHER’S LIABILITY FOR ERROR:
The Publisher shall not be liable for slight 
changes or typographical errors that do 
not lessen the value of an advertisement. 
The Publisher’s liability for other errors 
or omissions in connection with an 
advertisement is strictly limited to publication 
of the advertisement in any subsequent 
issue or the refund of any monies paid for 
the advertisement.

The “Grygla Eagle” is published weekly 
by Richards Publishing Co., Inc., Box 159, 
Gonvick, MN 56644. Periodical postage paid 
at Grygla, MN 56727.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to: Grygla Eagle, PO Box 17, Grygla, MN 
56727.

NATIONAL
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

�ief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128

Oklee •218-796-5177 
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

G46TFC

Wed | Jan 8
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 

Café 11am; Goodridge School 
Spelling Bee; Grygla Li-

brary open 4-6pm; Volleyball 
League in Grygla 7pm

Thurs | Jan 9
GBB at BGMR

Fri | Jan 10
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 
Café 11am; GBB vs. North-

ern Freeze in Goodridge; 
BBB at Clearbrook/Gonvick

Sat | Jan 11
GG Elementary Basketball 
Snowflake League at WEM

Sun | Jan 12

Mon | Jan 13
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 

Café 11am; BBB vs. Roseau 
in Grygla; Grygla City Coun-

cil Meeting 7pm

Tues | Jan 14
GBB vs. Warroad in Grygla

Community 
Calendar

• AROUND THE AREA
Winter fun in TRF
There are a lot of fun things 

to do around the area this win-
ter, including some upcoming 
winter fun in TRF: Frost Fest 
Fat Bike Ride on January 25th, 
snowshoe through picturesque 
trails, glide along pristine 
cross-country ski paths or ice 
skate on one of the 4 rinks in 
town. There’s something for ev-
eryone, no matter your fitness 
level. Get ready to have some 
serious winter fun.

The highlight of the month 
is Frost Fest, taking place in 
TRF on January 24-26. Cel-
ebrate winter in style with 
events like the Frost Fest Pa-
rade, Chamber’s January Jubi-
lee at the Legacy Event Center, 
and family-friendly fun like 
snow golf at the golf course, 
fat tire bike rides and a hot 
dish/soup cookoff. Don’t miss 
live entertainment, including 
Hairball at The Ralph Engel-
stad Arena and a comedian at 
the Legacy Event Center. Plus, 
enjoy all-weekend activities 
like lighted cross-country ski-
ing, fire pits and ice sculptures 
around town.

View the full calendar of 
events at www.visittrf.com/
events or check out the Visit 
Thief River Falls Facebook 
page for more information, in-
cluding a full Frost Fest sched-
ule. 

Walk, snowshoe or ski by 
candlelight at a State Park 
near you

Each winter, candlelight 
events at Minnesota state 
parks, recreation areas and 
trails encourage people to get 
outdoors and warm up to win-
ter. The events feature trails lit 
up at night with candles, lan-
terns and other luminaries. De-
pending on the location of the 
event and the amount of snow 
cover, visitors can hike, snow-
shoe or cross-country ski along 
the lighted trails.

“Winter candlelight events 
are a magical way to experi-
ence Minnesota’s state parks, 
recreation areas and trails,” 
said Ann Pierce, director of 
Parks and Trails Division at 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources. “There’s 
something truly special about 
walking a snowy trail under 
the glow of candlelight, where 
the quiet of the night and the 
sparkle of the snow create a 
peaceful escape. It’s a chance 
to slow down, connect with na-
ture, spend time with friends 
and family and find beauty in 
the stillness of winter.”

This winter, 19 candlelight 
events at 17 different loca-
tions are planned between Jan. 
3 and Feb. 22. The schedule 
— including dates, times and 
other details — is available at 
the candlelight events webpage 
(mndnr.gov/candlelight).

Candlelight trails are suit-
able for beginners of all ages. 
In some locations, snowshoes 
and skis can be rented or 
checked out at the ranger sta-
tion or visitor center. Call the 
park in advance to confirm the 
availability of equipment.

In the event of severe 
weather, check alerts and no-
tices on the park website or call 
the park office. Park websites 
are listed on the DNR web-
site (mndnr.gov/parklist) and 
phone numbers are listed on 
each park website.

Save time: Get vehicle per-
mits online before event. While 
there is no participation fee 
for the candlelight events, a 
vehicle permit is required to 
enter Minnesota state parks 
and recreation areas. The DNR 
recommends buying permits in 
advance at the state park vehi-
cle permit website (mndnr.gov/
permit). The cost is $7 per day, 
or $35 for a year.

The closest events near 
Grygla happen at Itasca State 

Park and Lake Bemidji State 
Park with an event at Itasca 
this weekend, Saturday, Janu-
ary 11th, at Itasca State Park, 
from 5-7:30pm. 

Location: Jacob V. Brower 
Visitor Center. Open 9 AM to 
8 PM.

Please join us for the annual 
Lantern Light Event at Itasca 
State Park! Bundle up to walk, 
snowshoe, or ski at your lei-
sure as the glow of candlelight 
guides your way through tow-
ering pines. Total trail length 
out-and-back is 3.5 miles fol-
lowing the South Entrance 
Road. It is a well-defined path 
with minimal elevation change. 
Adjust the distance to suit your 
fitness level. There will be a 
campfire crackling at the trail-
head to warm-up or roast your 
favorite campfire snack. Gath-
er inside the Jacob V. Brower 
Visitor Center for refreshments 
and music by local folk/alterna-
tive singer, Lori Reich.

NEW IN 2025: Light sup-
per served fresh from the Mary 
Gibbs pop-up Cafe located in 
the visitor center classroom 
(cash sales only, ATM avail-
able).

If snow conditions allow, 
ski and snowshoe rentals will 
be available from the Itasca 
Sports winter rental shop at 
the Forest Inn. Adult and 
youth sizes are available.

A Minnesota state parks ve-
hicle permit is required on all 
vehicles in the park. A Minne-
sota Ski Pass is required for all 
skiers over 16 years old. Pur-
chase permits and passes at the 
Jacob V. Brower Visitor Center 
when you arrive or purchase 
them online in advance. Pets 
are not allowed on groomed ski 
trails or inside park buildings.

Itasca State Park offers win-
ter camping and lodging! Stay 
for the weekend...there is plen-
ty more to explore! 

Left: The closest candlelight snowshoe/ski events near Grygla happen at Itasca State 
Park and Lake Bemidji State Park. There is one this weekend at Itasca from 5-7:30pm. 
See the article above for more information. Right: If you’ve always wanted to take a fat 
tire bike ride, you’ll get the chance at Frost Fest in TRF. Check out the article above for 
more information.

Just a reminder that the Grygla library will be open for 
limited hours this week, January 8th, from 4-6pm.

Around the area
Update on fatal weekend 

crash near Red Lake Falls, 
MN, provided by Mitch Bern-
stein, Red Lake County Sheriff:

On the afternoon of 01/04/25, 
Wyatt James Sauve (25) of Red 
Lake Falls died in a single-ve-
hicle crash in Louisville Town-
ship. Mr. Sauve was driving a 
2018 Chevy Malibu, eastbound 
on CR. #13, approximately ½ 
mile west of its intersection 
with CR. #9, approximately 6 
miles northwest of Red Lake 
Falls. 

The vehicle left the road-
way, entered the south ditch 
and rolled several times. A Red 
Lake County Deputy, the Red 
Lake Falls Ambulance, the Red 
Lake Falls Fire Department 
and Minnesota State Patrol re-
sponded to the scene.

Mr. Sauve was ejected from 
the vehicle, and he was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. The 
vehicle was totally damaged 
and was towed from the scene. 
The Minnesota State Patrol is 
assisting with the crash inves-
tigation which remains ongo-
ing. 

Fatal 
weekend 
crash

The Goodridge Post Prom group is selling some cool vintage throwback shirts for sale. 
Check it out - Husky, Blue Devil and Wolverine favorites you may remember! You can 
order online through Salo Signs; orders are due Friday, January 24th.

Goodridge vintage throwbacks

Mildred Klamar celebrated her 90th birthday over the weekend with so many family 
members, friends and neighbors. She is pictured with her children, Brent, Merlin and 
Julie. 

USDA home loans 
available for low-income

USDA Rural Development 
is accepting applications for 
very low and low-income indi-
viduals and families seeking to 
purchase or repair a home in a 
rural area.

 The Direct Home Loan pro-
gram offers financing to quali-
fied very-low and low-income 
applicants that are unable to 
qualify for traditional financ-

ing. No down payment is re-
quired, and the interest rate 
could be as low as one percent 
with a subsidy. Applicants 
must meet income and credit 
guidelines and demonstrate re-
payment ability. The program 

USDA loans...
Continued on page 3
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(218) 294-6111  •  TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

In two 
locations

(218) 687-2865  •  TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721
FAX (218) 687-2328

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com

G43C

The holiday season is a time for family, friends, and special events. In the spirit of the season, 
we thank you for banking with us this past year.

As your local independent bank, we look forward to serving you in the future. 
May the New Year bring you health, wealth, success, and happiness.

Happy New Year

G43C

Thank you to all my 
family and friends that 
helped me celebrate my 90th 
birthday! It was a full house 
at the church and the Senior 
Center. I'm so grateful for 
all of you!

Gloria Sistad

GRYGLA SCHOOL 
PART-TIME PARA 

NEEDED

Grygla School is 
hiring a Part-Time 
Special Education 
Paraprofessional. 

Please call Derek at 
218-294-6155 to inquire 

further/apply.

G
43-44C
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Only in Minnesota: a weekly feature in the Eagle Word of the Week
…enhancing vocabularies 

one Grygla Eagle at a time.

Tabula Rasa                          /Tab-yuh-luh rah-suh/     

noun
Anything existing undisturbed in its original pure 

state.

• SIMPLY DELICIOUS

USDA loans...
Continued from page 2

is available in rural communi-
ties of generally 35,000 people 
or less.

The maximum loan amount 
is $40,000 at a one percent in-
terest rate, repayable for a 20-
year term and can be used to im-
prove or modernize homes and 
do essential repairs. Grants of 
up to $10,000 are available to 
homeowners 62 and older and 
must be used to remove health 
or safety hazards, such as fix-

ing a leaking roof, installing 
indoor plumbing, or replacing 
a furnace.

Contact USDA Rural Devel-
opment at USDAHousingMN@
usda.gov for more information. 

USDA Rural Development 
loans and grants provide assis-
tance that supports infrastruc-
ture improvements; business 
development; housing; commu-
nity services such as schools, 
public safety and health care; 
and high-speed internet access 
in rural areas. For more in-
formation, visit www.rd.usda.
gov/mn.

Written by Trent Jonas with 
Only in Minnesota

This Upper Midwest road 
trip will take you to some of 
the most significant settings in 
Laura Ingalls Wilder’s ‘Little 
House’ books

We have an incredible liter-
ary tradition here in the Land 
of 10,000 Lakes. Influential 
authors like F. Scott Fitzger-
ald, Louise Erdrich, and Mar-
lon James all hail from, live, 
or have lived here. Native sons 
Sinclair Lewis of Sauk Centre 
and Bob Dylan of Hibbing have 
won Nobel Prizes for literature. 
But I believe the Minnesota 
writer who has had the wid-
est influence and broadest ap-
peal is, arguably, Laura Ingalls 
Wilder. Her “Little House” 
books about growing up in the 
Upper Midwest have sold more 
than 60 million copies and gave 
rise to the long-running televi-
sion series Little House on the 
Prairie and its spinoffs. Since I 
live in the heart of Little House 
country, I thought it would be 
fun to put together an Upper 
Midwest road trip to visit some 
significant spots in the origin 
story of Laura Ingalls Wilder.

The driving time for the road 
trip comes in at less than six 
hours, but you’re going to want 
to take your time and soak in 
these sites. I’d recommend at 
least a weekend, but three days 
would be better. No matter how 
you break it up, though, you 
can start the route from your 
location and navigate by tap-
ping or clicking on the interac-
tive map above.

1. Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Birthplace - Stockholm, 
Wisconsin

Laura Ingalls was born in 
1867, at a cabin in Pepin Coun-
ty, Wisconsin - a cabin she 
would later refer to as the Lit-
tle House in the Big Woods in 
the book of the same name. The 
Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum 
in Pepin acquired three acres 
of the Ingalls’ original property 
- outside of present-day Stock-
holm, Wisconsin - and created 
a wayside with a replica of the 
cabin, using descriptions in the 
book to guide its construction.

This was the first stop on my 

road trip, and it also marks the 
official beginning of the Laura 
Ingalls Wilder Historic High-
way. I’m fascinated by Wilder’s 
connections to the places where 
I’ve lived and grown up - Min-
nesota, Iowa, and Wisconsin 
- but I’m not as diehard a fan 
as many, who take a keener 
interest in the minutiae of her 
life. So, for me, this little cabin 
where she was born was my fa-
vorite site of the trip. The cabin 
is open year-round, although 
the wayside is not maintained 
in the winter.

2. Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Museum - Pepin, Wisconsin

Next, I traveled a few min-
utes into Pepin proper, where 
the Laura Ingalls Wilder Mu-
seum, itself, is located. The In-
galls family lived in the Pepin 
area from 1863 to 1869, left 
briefly to live in the Kansas 
territory, but returned to the 
little house in the Big Woods 
in 1871. They remained there 
until 1874, when Laura was 
seven years old, at which time 
they moved to an acreage near 
Walnut Grove, Minnesota.

The seasonal museum in 
Pepin has a ton of information 
about this period in Wilder’s 
life. It was closed on my recent 
visit, but I’ve been before, and 
I highly recommend it. It’s a 
mecca for Wilder fans, and a 
good stop for those with even 
a passing interest. If you go in 
September, you can celebrate 
Laura Ingalls Wilder Days, a 
weekend-long nod to the au-
thor.

3. Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Park and Museum - Burr 
Oak, Iowa

My next two stops were out 
of chronological order in the 
timeline of Laura Ingalls Wild-
er, but for road tripping pur-
poses, they were more efficient. 
From Pepin, I made my way 
down the Mississippi River val-
ley, then cut across southeast-
ern Minnesota, before dipping 
about five miles south of the 
border to Burr Oak, Iowa - one 
of only a couple Ingalls Wilder 
literary sites in Iowa.

The Ingalls’ tenure in Burr 
Oak was a bit of an anomaly 
in the family’s timeline. After 

several years of crop failure, 
Charles (“Pa”) Ingalls agreed 
to help friends manage the 
Masters Hotel in the tiny com-
munity. The family left Walnut 
Grove for Burr Oak in 1876, 
but by 1878, the family had 
returned to Walnut Grove. 
Ingalls Wilder didn’t include 
this period in the Little House 
books, so it’s often referred to 
as the Ingalls’ “lost year.” The 
Masters Hotel, which is open 
seasonally May through Octo-
ber, has the distinction of being 
the only Ingalls Wilder home 
still located on its original site. 
Visit in June for Burr Oak’s an-
nual “Laura Days” celebration.

This is also a good place to 
break up the road trip. You 
may want to consider, as I did, 
heading 15 minutes south of 
Burr Oak to the charming town 
of Decorah, Iowa, where you 
can grab a casual dinner at the 
pizza joint, Mabe’s, and spend 
the night at the historic Hotel 
Winneshiek.

4. Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Site - Spring Valley, Minne-
sota

Departing even farther from 
the chronology of Laura Ingalls 
Wilder’s travels, the next stop 
on my road trip was Spring Val-
ley, Minnesota, located about 
45 northwest of Burr Oak. Al-
though it’s possible that Laura 
and the Ingalls family may 
have passed through Spring 
Valley on their journeys across 
Minnesota, the significance of 
the town in Laura lore is that 
the family of her future hus-
band, Almanzo Wilder, lived 
there.

Laura married Almanzo 
in De Smet, South Dakota, 
in 1885. In 1888, the couple 
contracted diphtheria, and Al-
manzo was subsequently hob-
bled by a stroke. In 1890, they 
traveled to Spring Valley and 
stayed with Almanzo’s parents 
for about a year so he could re-
cuperate. A Methodist church 
houses a small museum dedi-
cated to the Wilders, and a few 
other relevant sites are still in 
the area, including a historic 
home in town and a barn in the 
country.

5. Sod House on the Prai-

rie - Sanborn, Minnesota
After leaving Pepin in 1874, 

the Ingalls’ moved to an acre-
age near Walnut Grove, Minne-
sota. I, on the other hand, made 
my way toward Walnut Grove 
from Spring Valley. Upon ar-
riving in Walnut Grove, the 
Ingalls lived in a dugout house 
that was walled with sod, as 
chronicled in Wilder’s On the 
Banks of Plum Creek.

Although you can visit the 
original site, the Ingalls’ dug-
out has been washed away by 
time. But, on your way to Wal-
nut Grove, you can stop by Sod 
House on the Prairie, just east 
of town, and see for yourself 
what sod house life was like. 
The site is closed during winter 
months.

6. Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Museum - Walnut Grove, 
Minnesota

The crown jewel of the Lau-
ra Ingalls Wilder sites in Min-
nesota is, of course, Walnut 
Grove, where the Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Museum and other an-
cillary Wilder sites and events 
can be found. These include the 
Ingalls dugout site on the liter-
al banks of Plum Creek, as well 
as the annual Wilder Pageant, 
which takes place every sum-
mer and re-enacts scenes with 
characters from On the Banks 
of Plum Creek. It’s an Ingalls-
palooza. As much as I love the 
birthplace cabin in Pepin, Wal-
nut Grove - pretty obviously - is 
the one site in Minnesota, Wis-
consin, or Iowa that no Laura 
Ingalls Wilder fan should miss.

While this road trip is far 
from complete, it covers the 
greatest concentration of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder sites in the coun-
try. They start to spread out 
quite a bit after Walnut Grove. 
If you have time, you could tack 
De Smet, South Dakota - the 
Ingalls’ next move - onto the 
end of this road trip. It’s two 
hours west of Walnut Grove 
and, arguably, the most impor-
tant of the settings in the Little 
House books. Those who grew 
up on the television series, as I 
did, will be more familiar with 
Walnut Grove, Minnesota.

1. Laura Ingalls Wilder Birthplace - Stockholm, WI. 2. Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum - Pepin, Wisconsin

3: Laura Ingalls Wilder Park & Museum/Master’s Hotel - 
Burr Oak, Iowa

Also #3. Pictured is the Visitor’s Center for the Laura In-
galls Wilder Park & Museum in Burr Oak, Iowa. This used 
to be the Burr Oak Savings Bank.

4. Laura Ingalls Wilder Site - Spring Valley, Minnesota 5. Sod House on the Prairie - Sanborn, Minnesota

6. Both of the pictures above are from the Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum - Walnut Grove, Minnesota

By Kari Sundberg, Eagle 
Editor

French Onion Baked Po-
tatoes

Baked potatoes are stuffed 
with caramelized onions, but-
ter, and sour cream in this 
cheesy take on a loaded baked 
potato. 

Ingredients
4 large russet potatoes, 

scrubbed and patted dry
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 teaspoon kosher salt, plus 

more to taste
1/2 teaspoon black pepper, 

plus more for garnish
1/4 cup salted butter, soft-

ened
1/4 cup sour cream
Frenched Onions, warmed 

(recipes can be easily found on-
line for this)

4 ounces Gruyère cheese, 
shredded (about 1 cup)

Thyme leaves, for garnish
Directions
Preheat oven to 400°F. Prick 

each potato all over, using a 
fork. Rub potatoes evenly with 
oil and sprinkle with salt and 
pepper. Place potatoes directly 
on oven rack and place a sheet 
of aluminum foil on lower rack 
to catch any drips. Roast until a 
paring knife inserted into pota-

toes meets no resistance, about 
1 hour. Remove potatoes from 
oven and transfer to a small 
rimmed baking sheet lined 
with foil; let cool 5 minutes.

Cut a lengthwise slit down 
center of each potato about 
three-fourths of the way 
through; squeeze sides to open 
potato. Season inside of potato 
to taste with additional salt, 
and top with evenly divided 
butter, sour cream, Frenched 
onions, and Gruyère.

Preheat broiler with oven 
rack about 5 inches from heat 
source. Broil potatoes until 
Gruyère is melted and just 
starting to brown, 1 to 3 min-
utes. Garnish with thyme 
leaves and additional black 
pepper. Serve hot.

United Lutheran 
hosts NYE party

Folks from Gatzke, Grygla, Roseau, Strathcona and Mid-
dle River made up the crowd at United Lutheran Church in 
Gatzke on New Year’s Eve. Every year, there is a pancake 
supper, followed by Bingo! Kenny Lunsetter is the Bingo 
caller; Lon Englund is the organizer of the annual event.
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Machinewell celebrates 1-year clean safety record

Machinewell, Inc. recently celebrated and congratulated all of their employees for making it one year with a clean safety record, saying, “That is an admirable triumph for the 
Manufacturing Industry!” Machinewell gave a shout out to Pizza Hut in TRF for accommodating an early-morning order and said they supplied one whole pizza per employee!

Monday, December 30th, 
BBB at Greenbush

Chargers 66, BGMR 51
Stats - Shay Jacobson (21 

pts, 8 reb, 5 steals), Sawyer 
Jacobson (3 reb, 3 asst), Owen 
Larson (2 pts, 4 reb), Brody 
Saurdiff (3 pts, 2 reb), Evan 
Rubischko (10 pts, 8 reb), Land-
on Nordby (11 pts, 6 reb), Trus-
tin Wiseth (9 pts, 8 reb), Gavin 
Aune (10 pts, 4 reb)

Coach’s comments: We 
started hot against the Ga-
tors, breaking out to a 15-3 lead 
early in the game. We struggled 
the rest of the first half to score 
which allowed the Gators to 
come back and tie the game 
before we made a push right 
before halftime. In the second 
half we shot well from the free 
throw line and got a bit of a 
cushion to put the game away. 
I was happy with how we used 
Gavin and Trustin’s size ad-
vantage in this game, and they 
both played well. Evan and 
Shay were very active and had 
a lot of success with their pres-
sure defense.

Friday, January 3, BBB 

in Goodridge
Sacred Heart 60, Chargers 

53
Stats - Shay Jacobson (7 

pts, 10 reb, 5 asst), Sawyer 
Jacobson (8 pts, 7 reb), Owen 
Larson (5 pts, 8 reb, 3 asst), 
Evan Rubischko (2 pts, 2 reb), 
Landon Nordby (10 pts, 2 asst), 
Trustin Wiseth (13 pts, 3 reb), 
Gavin Aune (8 pts, 2 reb)

Coach’s comments: The 
Chargers showed up and played 
probably their best game of the 
season so far against a very tal-
ented Eagles squad.  We really 
played hard and together - it 
was fun to watch the team take 
such a good team right down 
to the last minute. We strug-
gled taking care of the ball in 
the first half, but played good 
defense which let us keep the 
game within range. We took 
much better care of the ball in 
the second half and took a lead 
with 2 minutes left. However, 
we missed some free throws 
and bunnies which could have 
been the difference. Overall, I 
was very happy with everyone’s 
contributions to this game.

Boys basketball 
results from last 
week’s games

GG Chargers Junior Varsity action shots

We’ll give the GG Junior Varsity boys the spotlight this week. Pictured above (left) is Evan Rubischko against the Gators; on the right is Blake Stanley on defense for GG!

The Chargers had a home game in Goodridge on January 3rd vs. Sacred Heart. Pictured above is Hank Jones with the 
pass to Gus Jones.

In Goodridge, against Sacred Heart, is Landon Nordby (left) and Ryelin Stanley (right). 




