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Today
Mostly Cloudy
H 43     L 28

Thurs
Partly Cloudy
H 47     L 32

Fri
Snow

  H 36     L 22

Sat
Partly Cloudy
   H 28     L 17

Sun
Partly Cloudy
   H 30     L 16

        Coming next week ... Charger athletes receive numerous awards at their fall banquet. 

There is an upcoming benefit for Brian Peterson, who is mar-
ried to Letty (Sistad). Letty is the daughter of Jerry and Cheryl 
Sistad, of Grygla. 

The Sistad’s son-in-law, Brian, a lifelong resident of Okee, has 
been dealing with intermittent lung infections over the past five 
years. 2023 has been especially difficult. Brian was hospitalized 
last January with acute kidney failure and sepsis. He developed 
Covid while in the hospital and was on a ventilator. He spent 9 
weeks in the hospital and rehab. 

Brian has had multiple hospitalizations since then due to fluid 
in his lungs and issues with his sodium. Last summer, he was 
doing well, and everyone was hopeful his health would remain 
stable. Unfortunately, in September he developed pneumonia and 
again had fluid building up in his lungs. After a month at Altru, 
Brian was able to go to a rehab facility in Fargo but ended up in 
Sanford hospital first with clotting issues, then again with fluid 
buildup and kidney issues. After a week of temporary dialysis, 
he was able to return home with home health. Less than a week 

later, he was back at Altru with fluid, kidney, and heart issues. 
Currently, Brian is in need of lots of prayers. He is currently 

intubated and on a ventilator in the ICU. Doctors ruled out a pos-
sible stroke, but found that he is septic, once again, which is an 
infection in the blood. Brian needs a lot of healing prayers during 
this time. He has spent almost 6 months collectively in hospitals 
and rehabs this year. We hope you will consider spreading some 
holiday cheer by helping out this great couple. A “Jingle & Min-
gle” Christmas Party Benefit will be held on Saturday, December 
16th, at the Oklee Hall from 7-10pm. All guests in attendance 
are encouraged to wear an “ugly sweater” or risk being fined $20. 
This festive event will include a wine walk, gingerbread jail, ugly 
sweater contest, lucky buck baskets, big prize drawings, 50/50, 
snacks, drinks and fun! All funds collected will help defray Brian’s 
medical expenses.

Please contact Krista Bernstein (651-402-4815) or Tracy Hamm 
(218-688-2147) with any questions, or if you wish to donate any 
items for the event.

Jingle & Mingle Christmas 
Party Benefit for Brian Peterson 

Brian & Letty Peterson (center) are pictured with their family, including their new grandson, Jaxon Brian! L-R: Alex, 
Marikia, Jaxon Brian, Letty & Brian, and Marin. Photo courtesy of Cheryl Sistad

The DNR shot this bull elk 
5.5 miles north of Grygla last 
week on November 27th. Vid-
eos showed the animal running 
in tight circles out in a field 
for the better part of the day. 
This photo (and the video) was 
shared on Steve Porter’s Tro-
phy Whitetail Facebook page. 
It was questioned if elk get 
brain worm, which resulted in 
a lot of interesting comments 
and conversation. 

Some possible insight was 
provided by a former State 
Wildlife Veterinarian with the 
MN DNR who said the video 

was very consistent with brain 
worm, though a brain abscess 
could be to blame, as well. The 
comment explained the nec-
ropsy results should be avail-
able 10-14 days later, and if no 
information is released, anyone 
can do a freedom of information 
act request or call the Wildlife 
Health Program as they would 
be the first to get the results. 
That same individual said they 
have been involved with hun-
dreds of brainworm cases in 
MN, ND, and Ontario; 75% of 
them circle (like the elk here 
was doing) or head press.

DNR shoots bull elk

Visit American 
State Bank

The holiday season is a 
great time to express apprecia-
tion to friends and customers. 
American State Bank of Grygla 
invites you in during the month 
of December to sign up for the 
Christmas drawings. They will 
be giving away wagons full of 
toys to one girl and one boy, 
along with a $150 cash card to 

one adult. The drawing will be 
held at 4pm on Wednesday, De-
cember 20th. Christmas good-
ies will be served in the bank 
lobby the week of December 18-
22; you can also pick up your 
2024 calendar at this time! 

Merry Christmas from your 
friends at American State 
Bank of Grygla. Member FDIC.

Grygla JCC’s Santa Day is 
fun for the whole family 

The Grygla/Gatzke JCC’s Santa Day provided a lot of fun for everyone last Sunday. Great efforts went into festive 
decorating, Bingo games with prizes, face painting, a delicious chili feed, lefse hot off the grill, fresh donuts, hot choco-
late, kids coloring, activities, and movies, along with a special visit from Santa and the whole gang: Mrs. Claus, a couple 
of elves, and even The Grinch!

Above: The Kucera girls (on the left) made a special visit to Santa, though Riley is keeping a close eye on The Grinch 
back there! Maria asked Santa for a giant squishmellow and Riley asked for tiny books! More photos from the fun day 
are shared on page 3. Photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

With the winter sports sea-
son games starting this week, 
make sure you have your Gar-
den Valley Technologies Local 
Channels account set up and 
ready to go! Charger Home 
Games are broadcast on Chan-
nel 36 (Grygla) and Channel 
38 (Goodridge), as well as on 
many of our opponents’ chan-
nels for away games! 

The local channels are free 
to all Garden Valley Custom-
ers who use any Garden Valley 

service. Subscriptions for non-
GV Customers are available.

Visit https://www.gvtel.com/
localchannels/ or contact Gar-
den Valley at 800-448-8260, or 
visit their retail stores in Ers-
kine, Bagley, or TRF with any 
questions or to set up your ac-
count.

Thank you to Garden Val-
ley, all the Sponsors, and all 
the students and advisors that 
make this service available to 
Charger Fans near and far!

Watch on GVTV

Morgan Underdahl is pictured on the court vs. Roseau 
last Friday night. Chargers came out with the 54-53 win 
against the Rams! Photo by Grygla Eagle Newspaper
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• CHURCH CALENDARS
BETHESDA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
Skime

Pastor Steve Bliss
Sundays

9:30am Worship
Wednesday, Dec 13
7pm Advent Service

UNITED
LUTHERAN PARISH

Gatzke
Pastor Tim Lundeen

Sundays
8:30am Worship
Monday, Dec 11

Ladies Aid/Bible Study Group

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH

St. Petri – Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth – Trail; Oak 

Park – Oklee
Pastor Jeff Merseth
Wednesday, Dec 6
Wed. School 5-7pm

Vespers 6:30pm
Saturday, Dec 9

Mt. Olive Worship 9am, LYC 
Caroling 2pm

Sunday, Dec 10
St. Petri: 8am Worship, 9:15 

SS
Nazareth: 8:45 SS, 9:45am 

Worship
Oak Park: 10am SS, 11am 

Worship

GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH

Grace and Our Savior’s, 
Grygla

Pastor Marilyn Grafstrom
Recorded services will play 

on Garden Valley channel 36 
on Wednesdays 7pm and Sun-

days 9am & 7pm. 
Wednesday, Dec 6

11am Bible Study, 2:15pm 
Release Time; 3:30 FFF; 6pm 
Grace Choir, 7pm Confirma-

tion
Sunday, Dec 10

Grace: 9am Worship
OS: 9:30am SS, 10:30am   

Worship
Monday, Dec 11

Grace WELCA to pack Christ-
mas Goodie Cans 9am

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN

PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith

Wednesday, Dec 6
Advent Services at Faith - 

6pm meal, 7pm Service
Sunday, Dec 10

Bethany: 8am Worship w/ 9am 
Council Meeting & 9am SS

Ekelund: 10:30 SS Practice w/ 
4pm SS Program/Worship

Faith: 10am SS w/ 11am Wor-
ship

Monday, Dec 11
Rachel Circle 10:30am (Christ-

mas Gathering)

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITIES OF

St. Clement’s – Grygla; St. 
Ann’s – Goodridge
Fr. Bryan Kujawa

Sundays:
St. Clement’s: 10:15am       

Worship
St. Ann’s: 12pm Worship

Wed | Dec 6
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 
Café 11am; Grygla Library 

open 2-6pm

Thurs | Dec 7
BBB at LOW

Fri | Dec 8
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 

Café 11am

Sat | Dec 9
JH GBB in Roseau (AM); JH 
BBB in Roseau (PM); Varsity 

BBB at UMC vs. Fisher/
Climax 12pm; Varsity GBB 
at UMC vs. KCC 6pm; Go-

odridge Santa Day at Lion’s 
Hall 12-3pm

Sun | Dec 10

Mon | Dec 11
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 

Café 11am

Tues | Dec 12
GBB vs. Blackduck in        

Goodridge

Community 
Calendar
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Results from last week’s StatePoint crossword puzzle.

Blood 
Drive

There will be a Grygla 
Community Blood Drive on 
Wednesday, December 13th, 
in the Grygla School Gym 
from 9am-3pm. To Schedule 
your life saving appointment, 
go to donors.vitalant.org and 
use blood drive code: Grygla 
or email Brenna at bbakken@
grygla.k12.mn.us or call the 
Grygla School at 218-294-6155. 

Donors must be 16 years old 
and will need a minor donor 
permit.

The Fourtown/Grygla 
Sportsman’s Club is holding 
their Membership Supper on 
Saturday, January 6th, at the 
Grygla Community Center. So-
cial hour begins at 5pm with 
the dinner at 6pm. To follow, 
will be door prizes at 7pm and 
a DJ starting at 8pm. Member-
ship in the club is $25/single, 
$35 family.

Membership 
supper

Goodridge 
Santa Day

Santa Day will be held in 
Goodridge this Saturday, De-
cember 9, from 12-3pm at the 
Goodridge Lion’s Hall. Santa 
& Mrs. Claus will be on site, 
along with cookie decorating, 
crafts, sleigh rides, coloring 
contest, hot cocoal, apple cider, 
hot dogs and treat bags! This 
event is sponsored by the Go-
odridge Lions and Lion Tam-
ers.

Elementary 
music 
program

The Grygla Headstart and 
Elementary music program 
will be held on Friday, Decem-
ber 15th, at 2pm. Everyone is 
welcome to the program!

Above: Sheldin Sundberg & Brody Saurdiff show off 
their 5 keepers they caught on Upper Red Lake last Sat-
urday. As of that day, 6-7 inches of ice covered the lake. 
Photos courtesy of Brody Saurdiff

Brett Rychlock, along with his brother, fished on the 
gravel pit last Saturday where there was about 7” of ice, so 
far. Photo courtesy of Blake Rychlock
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NOTICE OF 
MINNIE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING 

G38C

Minnie Township Board will 
meet at the Minnie Town H all 
65964 Fourtown Road NW on 
December 12th, 2023. Meeting 
will start at 2: 00 PM.
Minnie Township
Ray Hendrickson, Clerk

G38C

T hanks  t o 
everyone who 
came to my 

80th birthday 
party. For all the 
cards & gifts, 

also to Shannon, Tom, 
Tammy, Wendy, & Aaron 
for hosting the party.
-Betty Ostby

M38C

We want 
to thank the 
Thanksgiving 

Eve Serv ice 
for having an 

offering for the local food 
shelves. We want to thank 
you for the money that we 
received. We will put it 
towards buying food for 
our patrons.

Grace Community Food 
Shelf, Erskine

(218) 294-6111  •  TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

In two 
locations

(218) 687-2865  •  TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721
FAX (218) 687-2328

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com

G38C

OXU�EDQN�VDIH�GHSRVLW�ER[HV�DUH�DQ�DႇRUGDEOH�ZD\�WR�VWRUH�LPSRUWDQW�SDSHUV��
valuables and hard to replace items. Protect personal papers, stamp and coin collections, 

j ewelry, and important contracts and business papers with a Safe Deposit Box. 
:H�RႇHU�6DIH�'HSRVLW�%R[HV�LQ�VHYHUDO�VL]HV�

Need A Safe, Secure Place 
To Store Your Valuables?

N otice  to 

ou r  C D  cu stom e r s:  

Incr e ase d  r ate  on ou r  1 8  

m onth  C D !  4 . 2 5 %  Inte r e st 

R ate  with  a 4 . 3 2 %  

A nnu al P e r ce ntag e  

Y ie ld .
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G37-38C

G37-38C

G37-38C

G
43C

-eow

Monson Electric
Services, Inc.

Grygla, MN

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

Residential - Commercial and
Farm Wiring - Underground

Trenching

Brad Monson • 294-6349

�ief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128

Oklee •218-796-5177 
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

G46TFC

1

Need to inspect prior to snowplowing and have Property Owner sign.

Leon Township
Waiver for Responsibility of Damages for 

Snowplowing
Leon Township will not be held responsible for any damages on 

private property as a result of requested snowplowing.
It is the property owner’s responsibility to provide information 

needed to protect their property.

____________________________  ______________________
Signature of Property Owner Printed Name

____________________________   ______________________
Township Representative Date R37-38C

(218) 294-6111  •  TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

In two
locations

(218) 687-2865  •  TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721
FAX (218) 687-2328

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com

G37-38C

Thank you for your 
participation!!

Marshall County Social Services
*Ornaments will be available on the trees

November 9 - December 5*

1. Choose an ornament from the tree or ask staff to
pick one for you.

2. Have staff record which ornament was chosen.
3. Purchase a $25-$50 gift.
4. Return unwrapped gift to the this location

before December 6.



3 THE GRYGLA EAGLE  Wednesday, December 6, 2023

Word of the Week
…enhancing vocabularies 

one Grygla Eagle at a time.

Mansuetude                                   /Man-swi-tood, -tyood/                    
Noun

Mildness; gentleness.

• SIMPLY DELICIOUS

Santa Claus is comin’ to town

By Kari Sundberg, Eagle 
Editor

“Simply Adorable” is what 
we’ll call this week’s column. 
These Christmas pancakes 
are too cute not to make for 
the little people in your life. I 
guess they don’t have to be lit-
tle because I’d certainly smile if 

someone made them for me!
Make up your pancakes in 

various sizes, arrange in one 
of these cute ways and add the 
necessary toppings to make 
your creation. Get: bacon, ba-
nanas, blueberries, strawber-
ries, raspberries, cool whip, 
and chocolate chips!

The ice season got off to a 
quick start in parts of Minne-
sota in recent days, with ice 
forming on some water bodies 
and numerous reports of ice 
anglers already testing their 
luck. The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
reminds everyone to stay on 
shore until there’s at least 4 
inches of new, clear ice.

Ice conditions this time of 
year are highly variable and 
can change quickly. Falling 
into the cold water can turn 
tragic fast. Safety officials 
stress the importance of any-
one heading onto the ice to 
check its thickness for them-
selves and not rely on other 
people’s footprints, tracks or 
social media posts.

While 4 inches of new, clear 
ice is the minimum recom-
mended thickness for walking, 
it takes at least 5 to 7 inches to 
hold a snowmobile or small all-

Caution paramount 
as ice season gets 
underway

terrain vehicle, 7 to 8 inches 
for a larger, side-by-side ATV, 
and 9 to 10 inches for a small 
car or SUV.

“The beginning of the ice 
season is always an exciting 
time for us hardy Minnesotans, 
but it also can be deadly if you 
don’t take the proper safety 
precautions,” said Col. Rodmen 
Smith, director of the DNR En-
forcement Division. “Checking 
the ice thickness regularly – 
and for yourself – is absolutely 
vital and one of the easiest 
ways to ensure tragedy doesn’t 
strike when you’re out there.”

Each year, unexpected falls 
through thin ice lead to serious 
injury or death. Checking the 
ice thickness with a spud bar, 
auger or other device is the best 

Caution: Ice Season...
Continued on back

There was a long line to see Santa last Saturday at the Community Center. The Grygla JCC’s held their Annual Santa 
Day! Right: Only Santa knows what Miss Kensley Brateng was chatting to him about! Photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper  

Left: Lee Sundberg takes a photo break in between donut batches! Right: Keiona Alderete just finished getting her 
face painted by Tiffany Anderson. Photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

L-R: Lesa Schmechel, Jean Pederson and Emilee Sundberg were making lefse and selling it hot off the grill at the JCC 
Santa Day last Sunday in Grygla.

William Ruud was on his way to tell Santa he’d like a 
tablet for Christmas this year! He also posed for a picture, 
on the right, with his Great Grandma, Virgie Wells, who is 
95 years young! Merry Christmas!
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way to prevent falling through. 
Wearing a life jacket is the best 
way to avert tragedy, since the 
initial shock of falling into cold 
water can incapacitate even 
strong swimmers. A good set 
of ice picks can help someone 
get out of the water, and a cell 
phone, whistle or other com-
munications device makes it 
more likely a person can call 
for help.

General ice safety guide-
lines

No ice can ever be consid-
ered “safe ice,” but following 
these guidelines (mndnr.gov/
safety/ice/thickness.html) can 
help minimize the risk:

• Always wear a life 
jacket or float coat on the ice 
(except when in a vehicle).

• Carry ice picks, rope, 

an ice chisel and tape measure.
• Check ice thickness at 

regular intervals; conditions 
can change quickly.

• Bring a cell phone or 
personal locator beacon.

• Don’t go out alone; let 
someone know about trip plans 
and expected return time.

• Before heading out, 
inquire about conditions and 
known hazards with local ex-
perts.

• Parents and guardians 
should talk with their children 
and neighborhood children 
about staying away from the 
ice unless there’s adult super-
vision. This includes lakes and 
rivers, as well as neighborhood 
ponds, retention ponds and 
anywhere ice forms.

For more information, visit 
the DNR’s ice safety webpage 
(mndnr.gov/icesafety) and the 
boating safety webpage (mnd-
nr.gov/boatingsafety).

Caution: Ice Season...
Continued from page 3

Charger basketball season has begun
The Charger boys played their first season game last Friday in Red Lake where they 

lost 56-92. Above, Blake Rychlock puts up 2 points. Photo courtesy of Elaine Rychlock

The Charger girls played three games last week, winning two against RLCC and Ro-
seau, but losing in the home game against Stephen-Argyle. Pictured above is Chesney 
Salo on the court in Roseau. The girls won that game 54-53, which made for an exciting 
ending! Photo by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

GBB vs. RLCC in Plum-
mer on Monday, Nov. 26

GG 48, RLCC 42
Ashlyn Nelson- 14 points; 

Brooklynn Kriel- 7 points; 
Morgan Underdahl- 10 points, 
16 reb.; Chesney Salo- 5 
points; Nevaeh Kotrba- 3 
points; Anna Sundberg- 9 
points

Coach’s comments: We 
started our season tonight and 
was fortunate enough to come 
out with a win. We got off to a 
hot start that built up a lead 
for us. We needed it because 

RLCC came back to make it a 
game. I thought our girls pres-
sured RLCC well, we went af-
ter offensive rebounds, and we 
were moving on defense. The 
girls showed fight and heart 
throughout the whole game. 
They could have easily lost 
this game but kept the fight.

GBB vs. SAC in 
Goodridge on Tuesday, 

Nov. 27
GG 28, SAC 50
Ashlyn Nelson- 3 points; 

Brooklynn Kriel- 6 points; 
Morgan Underdahl- 7 points, 

10 reb.; Chesney Salo- 6 points; 
Nevaeh Kotrba- 2 points; Myl-
ee Sjulestad- 2 points; Anna 
Sundberg- 2 points

Coach’s comments: SAC 
beat us up early and it took 
us a while to get comfortable 
with it. We had a tough time 
with physical nature against 
our offense. We had a tough 
time creating shots. I thought 
we did better in the second 
half. We started to find some 
gaps to get shots, and our cuts 
were more crisp. It’s the sec-
ond game of the season, and 

the girls are still learning.
GBB at Roseau on Fri-

day, Dec. 1
GG 54, Roseau 53
Ashlyn Nelson- 16 points; 

Brooklynn Kriel- 8 points; 
Morgan Underdahl- 14 points, 
14 reb.; Chesney Salo- 7 
points, 7 ast.; Nevaeh Kotrba- 
5 points; Anna Sundberg- 4 
points

Coach’s comments: We put 
a full game together tonight. 
The girls had a lot of fight. I 
thought the girls moved on 
offense and were physical on 

defense. We handled the full 
court pressure pretty well - 
the half court pressure got 
to us a little a bit. We made 
mistakes that we have to fix, 
but this was a good win for the 
girls.

BBB at Red Lake on Fri-
day, Dec. 1

Red Lake 92, Chargers 56
Stats- Blake Rychlock (23 

pts, 5 reb), Shay Jacobson (5 
pts), Sawyer Jacobson (3 reb, 
2 steals), Owen Larson (2 pts, 
3 reb), Brody Saurdiff (2 pts, 2 
reb), Carson Rubischko (4 pts, 

8 reb), Lewis Jones (16 pts, 3 
reb, 4 asst), Trustin Wiseth 
(2 pts), Russell Rian (2 pts, 3 
reb)

Coach’s comments: The 
high-powered Warriors domi-
nated from the tip in our 
opening game of the year. We 
were no match for their hot 
shooting and defensive pres-
sure. Red Lake made 16 3’s 
and got many points in transi-
tion off of Charger turnovers. 
We have plenty of things to 
improve on as we head into a 
busy week with 3 road games.

Above left: Anna Sundberg on defense against the Rams in Roseau last Friday night. Above right: Ashlyn Nelson makes a quick pass to Morgan Underdahl in the game against 
RLCC in Plummer. Photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper GHS Winter Music Concert

The Grygla Senior High Music Concert was held last week under the direction of Mr. Gene Lunsetter. 6th-12th grade 
band and choir students performed many current hits and Christmas classics! Photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper 

#4 Janessa Torgerson in the JV game against RLCC last 
week. Photo by Grygla Eagle Newspaper




