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Today
Mostly Sunny
H 69     L 50

Thurs
Mostly Cloudy
H 73     L 48

Fri
Partly Cloudy
  H 71     L 47

Sat
Partly Cloudy
   H 68     L 46

Sun
Partly Cloudy
   H 71     L 48

        In this issue ... We’re packing in a lot of GGG action shots and team photos this week! GO CHARGERS!

The Grygla High School Class of 2013 held their 10-year reunion over the weekend at The Hound Pub & Dining. Those 
in attendance included, back row, L-R: Ashley Schulz, Shalin Anderson, Daniel Polansky, Donovan Nordby, Carlton 
Cleven, Bailey (Morey) Berg, and Sarah (Kiesow) Sargeant. Front row, L-R: Tiffany (Aune) Anderson, Kenzie (Bakken) 
Olson, Amber Loken, Kasey Nordby, Kassandra (Mosher) Nordby, and Malachi Askeland. Photo courtesy of Kasey Nordby

Class of 2013 holds reunion

No, this isn’t a picture out of National Geographic, but it 
sure could pass for one! This impressive bull elk has been 
spotted a few times around the Gatzke area as of recently. 
This up-close shot was caught on a local trail camera.

(The following press release 
contains graphic information. 
Reader discretion is advised.)

A Grygla man was sen-
tenced Thursday, Sept. 1, in 
U.S. District Court for possess-
ing child pornography.

Keith Allen Barsness, 64, 
was sentenced to 120 months 
in prison followed by 10 years 
of supervised re¬lease, accord-
ing to U.S. Attorney Andrew 
M. Luger. He is required to reg-
ister as a predatory offender.

Barsness pled guilty to the 
charge in January. A mug shot 
wasn’t available. Barsness had 
previously been convicted of 
similar charges in 2009. Ac-
cording to court documents, the 
latest charge stemmed from a 
late 2021 report to law enforce-
ment from Google. It reported 
that suspected images of child 
pornography were uploaded to 
a Google Drive associated with 
Barsness’ email address.

In early 2022, law enforce-
ment executed a search war-
rant to review the Google Drive 
and “confirmed that many of 
the suspected images, in fact, 
depicted child pornography, 
including victims previously 
identified by the National Cen-
ter for Missing and Exploited 
Children.” On April 20, 2022, 
law enforcement executed a 
search warrant at Barsness’ 
home, seizing multiple elec-
tronic communication devices 
and multiple electronic storage 

devices. They found at least 54 
files depicting images or videos 
of child pornography.

The NCMEC reviewed the 
files, finding 20 files that con-
tained images/videos of previ-
ously identified child victims. 
Some depicted children under 
the age of 12 and “depictions of 
sadistic and/or masochistic acts 
with a minor, including vaginal 
and oral intercourse.” In par-
ticular, Barsness was charged 
with possessing two images on 
Nov. 28, 2021, that were trans-
ported online. Those images 
included one image of a nude 
prepubescent girl positioned 
in an exhibitionist manner and 
another image depicting two 
nude minors viewing a laptop 
screen containing an image of 
a prepubescent girl engaged in 
sexual intercourse with a man.

Barsness told law enforce-
ment that he had searched for 
and viewed child pornography 
online for years. He admitted 
he had uploaded child pornog-
raphy to his Google Drive ac-
count and he had downloaded 
other images of child pornogra-
phy from the internet.

He said he was attracted to 
girls under the age of 18. The 
charging document indicated 
that Barsness had been previ-
ously convicted of two counts 
of possession of child pornog-
raphy in Marshall County Dis-
trict Court in 2009.

Grygla man sentenced 
for possessing child 
pornography

Chargers Volleyball vs. 
Warroad in Grygla on Tues-
day, September 5th

GG 0, Warroad 3
(14-25, 22-25, 21-25)
Addison Severts 1 ace, 17 

digs, 1 assist; Chesney Salo 1 
ace, 4 digs, 14 assists; Morgan 
Underdahl 5 digs, 7 kills, 1 
block; Kinsley Oslund 1 ace, 4 
digs, 8 kills

Chargers Volleyball vs. 
LOW in Grygla on Thurs-
day, September 6th

GG 0, LOW 3
(16-25, 22-25, 9-25)
Kinsley Oslund 5 digs, 7 

kills; Morgan Underdahl 13 
digs, 2 kills, 1 block; Addison 
Severts 14 digs; Chesney Salo 
8 digs, 10 assists

Chargers Football over 
BGMR in Grygla on Friday, 
September 8th 

GG: 22, 22, 0, 6 = 50
BGMR: 0, 0, 6, 0 = 6
Stats
Lewis Jones 40 yard TD run, 

Blake Rychlock kick good

Lewis Jones 16 yard TD run, 
Rychlock kick good

Carson Rubischko 4 yard TD 
run, Rychlock pass to Jones

Kehan Nelson 6 yard TD 
run, Jones run

Carson Rubischko 12 yard 
TD run, Jones run good

Lewis Jones 32 yard TD run, 
Shay Jacobson kick missed

Christian Loken, 1 yard TD 
run, run failed

Ian Mickolio 18 yard TD 
run, pass failed

Lewis Jones 15 carries for 
92 yards 3 TD’’s

Blake Rychlock 3 carries for 
4 yards

Kehan Nelson 6 carries for 
44 yards 1 TD

Carson Rubischko 8 carries 
for 66 yards 3 TD’s

Owen Larson 2 carries for 
13 yards

Evan Rubischko 2 carries 
for 10 yards

Sebastian Groven 2 carries 
for 6 yards

Spencer Coan 2 carries for 1 

yard
Shay Jacobson 2 carries for 

10
Jennings Johnsrud 1 carry 

for 7 yards
Ian Mickolio 1 carry for 18 

yards 1 TD
Passing: Blake Rychlock 3 

for 4 for 32 yards; Landon Nor-
dby 1 for 1 for 13 yards; Lewis 
Jones 1 rec for 10 yards; Carson 
Rubischko 1 rec 13 yards; Saw-
yer Jacobson 1 rec for 9 yards; 
Ray Moe 1 rec for 13 yards

Defensive tackles: Carson 
Rubischko 9 tackles; Andrew 
Englund 4 tackles 1 fumble 
rec; Brett Rychlock 5 tackles; 
Hunter Vad 4 tackles; Chris-
tian Loken 4 tackles; Lewis 
Jones 4 tackles 1 INT; Kehan 
Nelson 3 tackles; Jennings 
Johnsrud 4 tackles; Blake Ry-
chlock 3 tackles; Gavin Aune 3 
tackles; Brandon Burns 3 tack-
les; Evan Rubischko 3 tackles; 
Trustin Wiseth 2 tackles; Se-
bastian Groven 2 tackles; Abe 
Miller 2 tackles; Donny John-

srud 2 tackles; Owen Larson 
1 tackle; Sawyer Jacobson 1 
tackle; Spencer Coan 1 tackle; 
Ryelin Stanley 1 tackle; Luke 
Paulson 1 tackle; Hank Jones 1 
tackle; Shay Jacobson 1 tackle; 
Ian Mickolio 1 tackle

Coach’s comments: Nice win 
for the Charger vs. a young 
BGMR Gator’s team. We did 
what we planned on doing. The 
Chargers set the tone early on 
the line of scrimmage and took 
control of the game by halftime. 

These games are fun and 
important to have. All of the 
young players get important 
reps. This builds depth for the 
season. It’s great when our 
starters can build such a nice 
lead.

This coming week will be a 
different story when the Char-
gers football team will be test-
ed by a very talented and un-
defeated Win-E-Mac Patriot’s 
team in Erskine this Friday 
night.

Caught on camera

Left: Last Friday night on the field in Grygla vs. BGMR - Lewis Jones steadies that ball as Blake Rychlock kicks the 
extra point. The Chargers beat the Gators 50-6! 

Right: Kinsley Oslund and Anna Sundberg at the net against Warroad on the home court in Grygla. Chargers Varsity 
lost 3-0 that night. (More Charger shots throughout the paper.) Photos courtesy of Grygla School

Charger Stats from last week’s games

Below: Allie Sundberg’s pass is good while Ava Sorvig 
gets in position, as needed. The two Grygla Juniors are 
pictured during one of the JV home games in Grygla last 
week. Photos courtesy of Grygla School
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•	 CHURCH CALENDARS
BETHESDA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
Skime

Pastor Steve Bliss
Sundays

8am Worship

UNITED
LUTHERAN PARISH

Gatzke
Pastor Tim Lundeen

Sundays
8:30am Worship

Monday, Sept 18
Ladies Aid (time n/a)

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH

St. Petri – Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth – Trail; Oak 

Park – Oklee
Pastor Jeff Merseth
Saturday, Sept 16

Mt. Olive: 9am Worship
Sunday, Sept 17

St. Petri: 8am Worship
Nazareth: 9:45am Worship, 

8:45am SS
Oak Park: 11am Worship, 

10am SS

GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH

Grace and Our Savior’s, 
Grygla

Vicar Marilyn Grafstrom
Recorded services will play 

on Garden Valley channel 36 
on Wednesdays 7pm and Sun-

days 9am & 7pm. 
Sunday, September 17

Grace: 9am Worship
OS: 10:30am Worship

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN

PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith

Sunday, September 17
Bethany: 8am Worship, 9am 

Council meeting
Ekelund: 9:30am Worship

Faith: 11am Worship

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITIES OF

St. Clement’s – Grygla; St. 
Ann’s – Goodridge
Fr. Bryan Kujawa

Sundays: 
St. Clement’s: 10:15am       

Worship
St. Ann’s: 12pm Worship

Wed | Sept 13
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 
Café 11am; Grygla Library 

open 2-6pm

Thurs | Sept 14
JH FB at Clearbrook/Gonvick 

4pm

Fri | Sept 15
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 

Café 11am; Varsity Football 
vs. WEM in Erskine 7pm

Sat | Sept 16
Fourtown/Grygla Sports-

man’s Club Youth Firearm 
Safety Training Day at 

Grande Corner (Club picnic 
to follow)

Sun | Sept 17

Mon | Sept 18
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 

Café 11am; JV FB at Roseau 
5pm

Tues | Sept 19
JH FB vs. WEM in Erskine 

4pm

Community 
Calendar
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American Legion Auxiliary 
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The third Friday in Septem-
ber is National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day. Please take a mo-
ment to remember those who 
are lost but never forgotten.

POW/MIA Recognition Day 
honors the commitments and 
the sacrifices made by our na-
tions’ prisoners of war and 
those who are still missing in 
action. This Day is one of the 
six days specified by law on 
which the black POW/MIA flag 
shall be flown over federal fa-
cilities and cemeteries, post of-
fices and military installations. 
By custom, it is on the third 
Friday in September.

How many POW MIA are 
still missing?

Our research and operation-
al missions involve coordina-
tion with hundreds of countries 
and municipalities worldwide. 
As of the latest update on May 
22, 2023, more than 81,000 
Americans remain missing 
from WWII, the Korean War, 
the Vietnam War, the Cold 
War, and the Gulf Wars/other 
conflicts.

POW/MIA Timeline
Here are some of the high-

lights of our nation’s attempts 
to recover our Prisoner Of War/
Missing In Action (POW/MIA) 
servicemembers during the 
past several decades:

1953 – During Operation 
Big Switch, 3,597 American 
Prisoners Of War are returned 
after the Korean War.

1954 – The remains of 1,868 
American servicemembers of 
the Korean War are returned 
home during Operation Glory.

1967 – Several women form 
the National League of Fami-
lies of American Prisoners and 
Missing in Southeast Asia to 
raise awareness about POWs 
during the Vietnam War. It is 
incorporated in 1970.

1971 – Grahme Wilkin pro-
poses a flag as a symbol of U.S. 
POW/MIAs.

1973 – The Paris Peace Ac-
cords of 1973 lead to the re-
lease of 591 American POWs 
from the Vietnam War during 
Operation Homecoming. Also 
in 1973, the Department of De-
fense establishes the Central 
Identification Laboratory-Thai-
land to coordinate POW/MIA 

recovery efforts.
1982 – For the first time, 

the POW/MIA flag, originally 
designed by Newt Heisley, is 
flown over the White House.

1985 – During the 67th 
American Legion National 
Convention, attendees desig-
nate a resolution for the POW/
MIA Empty Chair setting at all 
official meetings of The Ameri-
can Legion.

1990 – The 101st Congress 
passes a law recognizing the 
POW/MIA flag as a symbol of 
the nation’s commitment to 
POW/MIAs.

2013 – President Barack 
Obama issues a proclamation 
declaring the third Friday of 
September as National POW/
MIA Recognition Day. It fell on 
Sept. 15 in 2017.

2015 – The U.S. Department 
of Defense creates the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
to recover and account for miss-
ing servicemembers from past 
conflicts. It replaces the De-
fense POW/Missing Personnel 
Office and the Joint POW/MIA 
Accounting Command.

POW/MIA Recognition Day

The Grygla community host-
ed a blood drive with Vitalant 
on August 22 at the Grygla

Community Center which 
helped collect a total of 45 units 
of blood products for patients in 
need.

A total of 40 individuals vol-
unteered to donate blood and 
34 individuals were able to suc-
cessfully donate at the Vitalant 
blood drive. A total of six donors 
also came forward to donate 
Power Red Cells (2RBC) which 
collects two units of red blood 
cells while returning platelets, 
plasma and a saline solution 
back to the donor. There was 
one person who volunteered for 
the first time!

Vitalant expressed their 
gratitude to Julie Sparby, who 
coordinated the drive, and the 
Grygla Lions which sponsored 
the blood drive, as well as oth-
ers who assisted with the drive: 
Mildred Klamar, Leann Wik-
ert, Laurie Polansky, and Ruth 
Anderson.

The need for blood is con-
stant and Vitalant strives to 
always keep a 5-day supply of 
every blood type on the shelf 

to be able to meet the needs 
of patients across the region. 
Trauma and burn patients, 
premature infants, heart sur-
gery patients, organ transplant 
recipients and people fighting 
cancer all require blood trans-
fusions for their care. Blood 
donations are needed daily to 
maintain a strong blood sup-
ply and meet ongoing patient 
needs.

Vitalant encourages healthy 
individuals to make blood do-
nation a part of one’s regular 
routine to help meet the ongo-
ing needs. Donors can make a 
convenient appointment to give 
blood at www.donors.vitalant.
org or by calling 877-25-VITAL. 
With each donation, donors 
receive a free total cholesterol 
test and earn reward points.

Blood donation takes about 
an hour from check-in to re-
freshments, while the blood 
draw typically taking less than 
10 minutes. Donors can save 
about 20 minutes by complet-
ing their Health History Ques-
tionnaire the day they donate 
on www.vitalant.org/health

Grygla Blood Drive 
Brings in 40 volunteers

Bethesda 
auction & 
bake sale

Bethesda Lutheran Church 
in Skime will be having their 
Fancywork Auction & Bake 
Sale on Saturday, October 7th. 
The Bake Sale begins at 6pm 
with the auction at 6:30pm. 
Items include handmade 
quilts, embroidered items, 
crafts, jams, bars, flatbread 
and more! 

Donation tickets for prizes 
are available. Lunch will be 
served after the auction. 

StatePoint Crossword
Theme: Ocean Dwellers

ACROSS
1. Kind of wrap
6. Pose a question
9. Be sore
13. Ottoman title
14. Ornamental pond-dweller
15. Florida Key, e.g.
16. Mr. T and friends
17. Knot-tying vow (2 words)
18. Milan’s La ____
19. *Walrus’ cousin (2 words)
21. *Crustacean “on the barbie”
23. Finish line
24. Creole vegetable
25. He had
28. Gives a helping hand

30. Tranquil
35. Frosts, as in cake
37. Bear, in Latin
39. All the words in a language
40. “By ____, I think she’s got 
it!”
41. Silver to Lone Ranger
43. Chows down
44. Mark Twain to Samuel 
Langhorne Clemens
46. Toupee spot
47. Pestilence pest
48. Singer Eilish
50. Rub the wrong way
52. Yoda: “Do or do not. There 
is no ____”
53. *A type of whale or the color 
of many dolphins
55. Overnight lodging

57. *Inspiration for a certain 
pineapple dweller
60. *Inspiration for Marvel’s 
Doc Ock
64. South American juice fla-
vor
65. Bearded antelope
67. All thumbs
68. Pineda of Journey
69. Stomach pain-causing ac-
ronym
70. Hundred, in Italian
71. Hammer part
72. Not stood
73. Bar, legally

DOWN
1. R&R destinations
2. Angie Thomas’ “The ____ U 
Give”
3. Seaward
4. *Cetology object of study
5. Thin layer
6. *Like green sea turtle and 
loggerhead sea turtle
7. Grass “carpet”
8. Newsstand, e.g.
9. Fungal spore sacs
10. *Edible bivalve
11. S.O.S.
12. Pilot’s estimate, acr.
15. Netanyahu’s country
20. Abomination
22. 9 to 5, e.g.
24. Bone burial spot
25. Muslim woman’s headscarf
26. Cause for food recall
27. a.k.a. Lucifer
29. Between stop and roll
31. *Coral polyps’ structure
32. Raise one’s rank
33. Potassium nitrate
34. Student’s request for Chat-
GPT?
36. *#19 Across’ earless cousin
38. Hostile to
42. Opposite of ecbatic
45. Smoke, sometimes
49. Energy unit
51. Attract
54. Front of cuirass
56. Religiously unaffiliated, pl.
57. Confident answer
58. Glazier’s unit
59. Baker’s baker
60. Give a boot
61. Closely confined
62. Plotting
63. “____! In the Name of Love”
64. Year off in school
66. Giannis’ league

The Grygla Go-Getters 
4-H Club meeting will be on 
Wednesday, September 20th, 
at 6pm in the Grygla School 
Cafeteria. Current 4-H kids 
and anyone wanting to join are 
encouraged to attend!

The first 4-H outing will 

be at the Country Corn Maze 
(30200 595th Ave, Warroad) on 
Saturday, September 30th, at 
3pm. Mention to staff that you 
are a Grygla Go-Getter mem-
ber at check-in. Parents are 
encouraged to attend. All ages 
are welcome, including younger 

siblings as long as they have 
supervision. 

Please contact Katie Brobst, 
club leader, with any questions 
at 218-242-1709. Stay connect-
ed to 4-H on social media – find 
“Roseau County 4-H” on Face-
book and Instagram! 

Grygla Go-Getters 4-H Club meeting

Saturday, September 16th, 
9am-12pm at Grande Corner 
(West of Fourtown on Hwy 89). 
Must be 11 years of age or old-
er. Sign-up in advance. Online 
class must be completed prior 
to September 16th at hunter-

course.com
Sponsored by Fourtown/

Grygla Sportsman’s Club. Con-
tact Donald Haack at 218-294-
6325 for more information.

The Sportsman’s Club will 
also have their annual fall 

picnic that afternoon, which 
will follow the Firearm Safety 
Training. Please bring a dish to 
share. Meat/beverages provid-
ed by the club. Board members 
up for re-election are Jeremy 
Haack and Robert Sundberg.

Firearm Safety Training and fall picnic

The GG 7th grade girls played in a tournament at Sacred Heart last Saturday. They 
played games against TRF, EGF and Fisher/Climax, and took 1st place! 

Photo courtesy of Ruth Anderson

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128

Oklee •218-796-5177 
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments
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Monson Electric
Services, Inc.

Grygla, MN

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

Residential - Commercial and
Farm Wiring - Underground

Trenching

Brad Monson • 294-6349
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(218) 294-6111  •  TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

In two 
locations

(218) 687-2865  •  TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721
FAX (218) 687-2328

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com

G26C

Do your banking from your home, office, or anywhere you have access to the Internet. Internet 
Banking is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

You can verify account balances, see which checks have cleared, transfer funds, make loan 
payments, and more. Experience the convenience of Internet Banking.

To get started, stop in or give us a call.

Notice to 
Notice to 

our CD customers: 

our CD customers: 

Increased rate on our 18 

Increased rate on our 18 

month CD! 4.25% Interest 

month CD! 4.25% Interest 

Rate with a 4.32% 

Rate with a 4.32% 

Annual Percentage 

Annual Percentage 

Yield.Yield.

Internet Banking From
Your Hometown Bank

3

(218) 294-6111  •  TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

In two 
locations

(218) 687-2865  •  TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721
FAX (218) 687-2328

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com

G24C

Since 1894, our nation has observed Labor Day, a national 
holiday in honor of America's working people.

America's workers help make the United States the best country in which to live and work.
This Labor Day we salute the working men and women of America.

Notice to 
Notice to our CD customers: 

our CD customers: 
Increased rate on our 18 

Increased rate on our 18 
month CD! 4.25% Interest 

month CD! 4.25% Interest 
Rate with a 4.32% 
Rate with a 4.32% Annual Percentage 

Annual Percentage Yield.Yield.

Labor Day

We will be closed 
all day, Monday, 

September 4th, 2023 
in observance of 

Labor Day.

The Marshall County Highway Department is currently accepting applications for the following full-
time positions:

Assistant County Engineer
 Applicants should have knowledge of civil engineering principles, practices, and procedures used 
in design, drafting, surveying, inspection, and construction of road and ditch projects. The position 
requires a High School Diploma, a Bachelor’s or Associate’s Degree in Civil Engineering Technology, 
and a minimum of eight years of experience in Engineering, Design, and Surveying.  
 Salary is based on experience and education.
 Applications will be received until 4:30 PM on September 29th, 2023.

Engineering Technician I or II (certified)
 Primary duties include highway/bridge design, construction inspection, AutoCAD and other 
computer applications, surveying, and other applicable engineering technician duties. Job related 
experience and/or Civil Engineering Technology degree is preferred, but not required.  
 Pay range is set by the County Board, depending on experience.
 Applications will be received until 4:30 PM on September 29th, 2023.
 Applications and job descriptions are available on the Marshall County Highway Department 
website (http://www.highway.co.marshall.mn.us/) and at the Highway Department Office, 447 So. 
Main, Warren, MN 56762. Marshall County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

FULL-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE

G24-28C
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Only in Minnesota: a weekly feature in the Eagle

•	 SIMPLY DELICIOUS

Word of the Week
…enhancing vocabularies 

one Grygla Eagle at a time.

Cleek                                   /Kleek/                    
Verb

To grasp or seize suddenly.

By Kari Sundberg, Eagle 
Editor

Pineapple Dump Cake 
(Cobbler)

If this is your first introduc-
tion to ‘dump cakes’ the con-
cept is just that - ‘dump’ the 
ingredients into a baking dish 
and bake. 

Dump cake recipes are 
quick and easy to make and 
can be in the oven in less than 
10 minutes. This easy Pine-
apple Dump Cake recipe is a 
quick dessert made with only 
four ingredients; it’s the per-
fect sweet treat.

INGREDIENTS
2 cans (2o oz.) crushed pine-

apple
1 yellow cake mix
1/2 cup brown sugar
1 cup butter, melted
INSTRUCTIONS
Preheat oven to 350°F. 

Spread crushed pineapple, 

with juice in the bottom of a 
9x13-inch baking dish. Sprin-
kle dry cake mix evenly on 
top of the crushed pineapple. 
Sprinkle brown sugar over the 
cake mix. Melt 1 cup of butter 
and pour evenly over top. Bake 
in 350°F oven for 50 to 55 min-
utes until light golden brown 
on top and bubbling at the edg-
es with pineapple. Serve with 
a scoop of vanilla ice cream or 
whipped cream. 

The train ride through the Minnesota countryside that 
shows off fall foliage

One of the best ways to immerse yourself in the beauty of au-
tumn in the Land of 10,000 Lakes is a fall foliage train ride in 
Minnesota, along the Mississippi River, and through the state’s 
Bluff Country. You can keep your eyes on the trees and leave the 
driving to the engineer.

To get started, all you need to do is reserve a ticket on Amtrak’s 
Empire Builder from St. Paul to Winona. You can get a seat for 
between $25 and $30 each way. Check Amtrak’s timetables for the 
most up to date schedules and fares.

From St. Paul, you’ll travel along the Mississippi, through 
Hastings, to Red Wing. This is where the ride really starts to get 
interesting, as the train will begin rolling through the heart of 
Bluff Country as soon as it pulls away from Red Wing’s station. 
Over the remaining few hours of the trip, you’ll ride between the 
river and its towering, forested bluffs.

Just outside Red Wing, you’ll cruise past Frontenac State Park 
and into Lake City. From there, the tracks skirt Lake Pepin all 
the way into Wabasha, offering dramatic fall scenery from both 
sides of the train - along the Minnesota bluffs and across the river 
to Wisconsin’s Driftless Area.

On the Minnesota side, much of the train ride will pass through 
the Upper Mississippi National Wildlife and Fish Refuge, as well 
as the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood State Forest, so you’ll 
enjoy all the best bursts of color while passing through largely un-
developed stretches of hardwood forest.

Then you’ll roll into Winona. Spend some time exploring the 
town, and grab a bite to eat – you’ll have several hours before your 
return train heads back to the Cities. Better still, book a room and 
make it a weekend adventure!

What do you think – does a build-your-own fall foliage train 
trip sound fun to you?

To celebrate Minnesota’s 
most colorful season, the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources is sharing a fall color 
forecast, typical timing of peak 
colors, ways for Minnesotans to 
find where colors are at their 
peak each week, and sugges-
tions for where to visit to see 
fall colors.

Fall colors in Minnesota 
typically peak in mid-to-late-
September through mid-Oc-
tober, starting in the north-
ernmost part of the state and 
working southward. Peak fall 
color usually lasts two weeks 
but can vary widely depending 
on location and weather.

Many factors play into the 
timing and brilliance of the 
fall color season in Minnesota, 
such as day length, tempera-
tures and rainfall. Weather im-
pacts fall colors both before and 
during the fall season.

“Brilliant fall color occurs 
when late summer and early 
fall days are sunny, nights 
are chilly and there is ade-
quate rainfall throughout the 
growing season,” said Brian 
Schwingle, Minnesota DNR 
forest health specialist.

Leaves change color mainly 
in response to the decrease of 
daily sunlight. Photosynthe-
sis, or the production of sugars 
that depend on sunlight, be-
gins to slow down in response 
to shortening days. This leads 
to a reduction of chlorophyll, 
the pigment that supports pho-
tosynthesis and gives leaves 
their green color. When chlo-
rophyll is reduced, other color 
pigments in the leaves begin to 
show, like yellow and red.

Patterns of temperature, 
precipitation, wind, and the 
timing of hard freezes can im-
pact when fall colors peak and 
how long they last. While a 
light frost might intensify col-
ors, a hard freeze can cause 
trees to drop leaves early. Rain 
and wind can shorten the peak 
color period. These weather 
phenomena can only be pre-
dicted a week or so in advance, 
making a peak color forecast 
difficult.

Minnesota is in its third 
summer with drought condi-
tions in at least part of the 
state. Though severe sum-
mer drought may lessen the 
intensity of fall colors, there 
has been no correlation to the 

timing of peak fall colors and 
drought.

“Temperatures in Septem-
ber have played a bigger role 
than drought in determin-
ing when peak colors form,” 
Schwingle said. “When Sep-
tember minimum tempera-
tures are cooler than average, 
like we had in 2020, fall colors 
have been earlier.”

The Minnesota DNR’s Fall 
Color Finder (mndnr.gov/fall-
colors) is a way for the public to 
follow the annual progression 
of fall color change throughout 
the state. Minnesota DNR staff 
throughout the state share re-
ports from their location each 
Wednesday, in time for people 
to make travel plans for the 
coming weekend. The popular 
webpage includes a color-coded 
map that shows the approxi-
mate percentage of leaves that 
have changed color across the 
state, and a slideshow of recent 
photos taken by staff and visi-
tors. The public is also welcome 
to submit their photos from vis-
its to state parks, forests, and 
trails, which might be included 
in online galleries, social media 
or newsletters.

“Fall is the perfect season 
to spend time outdoors, when 
nature puts on a beautiful 
show for all to see,” said Ann 
Pierce, Minnesota DNR Parks 
and Trails Division director. 
“From the north woods to the 
prairies to the lakeshores and 
everything in between, there 
are so many spots to view the 
stunning scenery that autumn 
in Minnesota brings. We invite 
everyone to follow along with 
our Fall Color Finder and get 
out to Minnesota state parks, 
trails and forests and other 
public lands this season.”

Next week, the Minnesota 
DNR launches its weekly fall 
color update newsletter with 
trip planning resources. From 
scenic drives to hiking, biking, 
paddling, birding, picnicking 
and more, the Minnesota DNR 
offers itineraries and tips to en-
courage Minnesotans to get out 
and enjoy the changing leaves. 
In addition, subscribers can 
learn more about the plants 
and wildlife they may encoun-
ter while chasing fall colors. To 
subscribe, visit the Fall Color 
Finder (mndnr.gov/fallcolors) 
to sign up for weekly email or 
text updates.

Minnesota DNR shares 
when to expect fall colors, 
where to enjoy them

The GG 8th grade girls also took 1st place in the Sa-
cred Heart Volleyball Tournament last Saturday! This win 
brings their undefeated record to 7-0! Photo courtesy of 
Libby Osland

Our GGG Chargers in action

Last week’s action shots courtesy of Grygla School.
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Meet our Charger Fall Athletes
Chargers Volleyball 7th grade team
Front row: Krystal Neuschwander, Charlotte Beck, Ellie Hruby. Middle: Julia Halvor-

son, Alayna Carlisle, Taylor Wilson. Back row: Josephine Lansrud, Korah Merrill, Josie 
Saurdiff, Amelia Panek, Coach Liberty Osland and Brianna Severts. Not pictured: Coach 
Megan Larson

Chargers Volleyball 8th grade team
Front row, L-R: Gemma Kotrba, Emma Sundberg, Ellie Nelson. Middle row: Paizley 

Moe, Norah Phelps, LillyAnn Busse. Back row: Haedynn Boutain, Coach Liberty Osland, 
Karoline Englund and Catelyn Rath.

Chargers Volleyball ‘C’ team
Back row, L-R: McKenna Parnow, Rylie Stratton, Colbie Johnson-McManus, Haileigh 

Jo Lovly, Coach Brenna Dallager. Middle: Norah Philipp, Mylee Sjulestad, Izabel Horn-
ing. Front: Marissa Parnow, Alayla Blanco, Sophia Beck.

Chargers Volleyball ‘JV’ team
Front row: Ava Sorvig and Emily Johnson. Middle: 

Brooklynn Kriel, Lakylie Brobst, Torii Anderson. Back 
row: Coach Brenna Dallager, Anna Sundberg, Coach Av-
ery Moe, Makayla Erlandson, Nevaeh Kotrba.

Chargers Volleyball Varsity team
Front row, L-R: Morgan Coan, Brooklynn Kriel, Chesney Salo. Middle row: Morgan 

Underdahl, Molly Cullen, Carter Lee Johnsrud. Back row: Kinsley Oslund, Coach Brenna 
Dallager, Addison Severts, Coach Avery Moe (very back), Coach Katelyn Larson, Anna 
Sundberg.

Chargers Football Junior High Team
Front row, L-R: Brycen Brekke, Waylon Jones, Caydun Dybedahl, Gavin Rubischko, 

Camden Busse. Middle: Coach Brady Olson, Lucas Stanley, Shay Jacobson, Theodore 
Groven, Isak Ball, Coach Andrew Sundberg. Back row: Cooper Aune, Connor Hjelle, Gus 
Jones.

Chargers Football Varsity Team
Front row, L-R: Manager Mollie Lunsetter, Hank Jones, Evan Rubischko, Landon Nordby, Raymond Moe, Sebastian 

Groven, Abe Miller, Ian Mickolio, Luke Paulson, Manager Janessa Torgerson. Middle row: Coach Andrew Sundberg, 
Brody Rystad, Sawyer Jacobson, Kehan Nelson, Christian Loken, Owen Larson, Hunter Vad, Carson Rubischko, Brett 
Rychlock, Ryelin Stanley, Coach Mike Gast, Coach Brady Olson. Back row: Coach John Wilebski, Spencer Coan, Jen-
nings Johnsrud, Donny Johnsrud, Trustin Wiseth, Gavin Aune, Blake Rychlock, Brandon Burns, Chase Manderud, An-
drew Englund, Lewis Jones, Coach Jason Grandstrand. 

Team photos courtesy of Thoele Photography




